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confidential source, who has furnishad reliable 
information in the past, learned on April 6, 1968, that on 
that date Stanley Levison's wife stated that there is really 
no one to take Martin Luther JCing's place as head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) but that 
King more or less named (Ralph) Abernathy as his "heir". 

She addArf' that this is "not what we would want to see", that 
AndrewjrYoung (Executive Vice-President of the SCLC) would 
be preferable "but even He would need a lot of help. She 
said Levison, who was in Atlanta, was going to try to turn 
it oye^to a governing body,whibh is the most he can hope 
for. * 



The source also ascertained that Stanley Levison 
later contacted his wife. She inquired about a report that 
the Field Foundation was going to give the SCLC one million 
dollars. According to Levison, the Field Foundation contacted 
the SCLC and said something about two hundred to three 
hundred to three hundred thousand dollars. He adc^ed that it 
will take a million dollars to keep SCLC going.jjg^ 

Levison commented that there is hostility between 
Coretta King, Martin Luther King's wife, and "the staff" 

(SCLC). He said Mrs. King was pushing for a memorial library 
but the staff was fighting lt.rafjT 

Levison also mentioned that he went to "Daddy King's" 
house "where most of the meeting took place". He said that 
the peeple from Atlanta University came over, "all the people 
that Daddy King respects—and they are all National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) people." Levison 
said that the NAACP people from Atlanta University wanted to 
take over the whole funeral, all the money that will come in, (9T) 
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SECRET 


and build a chapel "and that sort of thing". Levison said 
that Mrs. King ^ducked her way out of that" and^Tdded "That's 
the kind of machinations that are going on", (gi 


Mrs. Levison inquired if Levison had gotten around 
to what is going to happen in Washington (King's Poor People's 
Campaign). Levison commented that it is unlikely that "Washington 
is going to come off especially in view of the rioting". 


Levison also indicated that he would attend a 
meeting of the(SCLC) policy making group the next day.££^ 
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Mr. Tftvel-___ 

Mr. Trotter_ 
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Mi55 Heim :s_ 

Mias Gandy_ 



Dear Sir, 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

''LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
'• ■■•••’ IS UNCLASSIFIED 

I will start by telling you who I am i ■?*■/ r,Y TAu<>» i.*. 

—j *->+ 


I am the only Uncle that Tatem (Chubby) Wofford 
had when he died, his mother was my sister 
also my sister and I have a picture of you Tatem, 
Tom Clark and Walter Winchell that you had made in 
a night club in Washington although you might not 
remember it. 


My name is 
say I do not 1001 



and I am 76 years old they 


You know a Negro is one of the meet jealous persons 
in the world. You could be looking up the rong tree. 
What Big Negroes toes was Martin L. King stepping 
on? 


I think it is worth investigating. 

Yours truly 





Lumpkin Ga. 


I work for 
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April 17, 1968 
1 - Mr. Hudson 


xm L 


~ /O& 70 



33 3 O 

,npnwW\0»C0MTMH 

M.UW0RMA«„w ■ 

urDClN S ' 


)\r.\ 


, Kentucky 42452 


HERtlK'S 



MAILED Z 

APR 1 7 1968 

COMM-FBt_ 


This is to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter dated April 11, 1968. 

Thank you for your interest in 
bringing this natter to ny attention. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar HoovefT 

John Bdgar Koorer 
Director 


1 - Memphis (Enclosure - copy of incoming) (Information) 
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jjJ Rob ar ds, Ky 
April 11, 1968 


Bureau of Federal Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


ALL INFORMATION CONWNED 

assess^-; 


Gentlemen:- 1 realize that you are flooded with 
calls and letters from all kinds of Crackpots and my 
theory may not hold water but if I might have just one 
thought that would help, in/ttre least, in solving the - 
slaying of Dr . Martin Lu ther'aing Jr. I would I-weuld 
be glad I wrote yoiH yirsrp'tliai:''famous letter from 
Birmingham Jail, mentioned that the writings of Hohandus 
Ghandi put the whole idea of peaceful resistance in his 
mind. Ghandi was his hero and he suffered all kinds of 
persecutions, for his cause. He fasted for days, burned 
his feet and gave his life, a martyr to the Cause to the 
poverty of India. Dr. King studied the crucifiction of 
Christ, also of Paul, Peter and the beheading of John 
the Baptist and other martyrs. He relished being thrown 
in ja#l and the many hardships and persecutions, the 
insults and shame which he was subjucted to. He said he 
had conquered the fear of death, so you see what I am 
leading up to —suicide. Just before Easter, the funeral 
just before Good Friday, Just in time to get the Civil 
rights bill passed before adjurnment. He believed his ■; 

death would accomplish more than he could do otherwise, and /"- 
rightly so. Please study the film of his last sermon. 

"I have reached the pinnacle of fullfillment" ect. How 
was he killed. By a paid professional kiy.er, Haybe a 
white man, maybe negro, he did not c£t&C&f>t the front door 
and drop his gun, that would have been stupid, .hp jescapfd yut . 
back and hid some place near and was probably / pxh the' 

"morners" in the street. He had no idea of being apprelJencied. 

He was experienced in killing and knew all th&^ricksuofggfch^ 
trade. This tradegy was long and well planned. /Icing* 
saw no harm in it, as he thought the means we yp no t 45 ^ 

important as the end. He wanted his cause to win so badly 
that he was willing and anxious to die if necessary. Well, 

I hoje you will find the real culpret and I hope no more 
innocent blood will be spilled. I'm sorry to take so much 
of your valuable time, but I just had to get it off my 
chest. Thanks; 
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THE MESSAGE FROM DR. KING 


WXYZ EDITORIAL 


O 

M artin Luthe r King lived for non-violence. His 
efforts in the Fast few years of his life were 
dedicated to the American ideal that all men 
should be free to participate in all of the benefits 
that our freedom grants us. 

To some, the reaction seems to seek revenge 
for the slaying of this martyr to their cause. 

This would be tragic, in that it would be 
sacrificing the very ideals he valued so highly. 

It would be destruction of the dream which he 
held for all of the people of this nation. 

As Mayor Cavanagh has said . . . violence of 
any kind would dishonor the memory of Dr. King 
... a man the mayor described as an example 
for all of us to follow. 

We must all recognize our responsibility not to 
surrender to the insanity which struck down 
Dr. King . . . and, instead, determine to further 
his own ideals of building toward a better world f 
. . . rather than destroy any hope for one. 

This is WXYZ's viewpoint. 

Broadcast — April 5, 1968 
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WXYZ RADIO regularly presents editorials 
on topics of vital interest to its listeners. 
Clearly labeled as opinion, these radio 
editorials are delivered by Vice President 
and General Manager Cbas D. Fritz, and 
Editorial Director, Joe Vaughn Your corn- 
concerning this editorial will be 
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. vest stceo on at.as uato. tcurte advised lie had determined 
...: conversation with people on 63rd Street, between State 
:est and Stony Island Avenue, (1305 Hast) people resent the 
:sun.ee of the National Guard in the area and in the opinion 
this source, people seer, to be waiting for someone to 
rune leadership positions ar.d lead them in riotous activity. 
:rce advised that on 63rd Street, west from State Street toward 
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struction of property occurred, people on the 
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d. People on the street indicated willingness 
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ihat Davi 
11 '-war leaders 


19Go, for 
of Martin 
Anericans; 


riinger and Rennie_Dayis 
issued the following call 


, national 
on Apri 1 5, 


tcy 


national strike for April 8, 1968, in support 
Luther King and the liberation of Black 


r_ 

F- 



"Martin Luther King is dead, but millions of 
black people continue to suffer poverty, police brutality 
ana racism. Dr. King gave his life in order that these 
Nv injustices might be eradicated forever. We believe now 
is the time to commit ourselves to carry cut the program 
that Dr. King began. The National Mobilization Committee 
to End the War in Viet Nam, Students for a Democratic 
Society, will call for national work stoppage in which 
all those who are determined to support black liberation 
will stay away from work and classes and attend meetings 
of grief and determination in the streets. In this spirit 
we have proposed a national strike for Monday, April S, 
.966, as the first step in a campaign to wipe out poverty 
and racism. We have already received an enthusiastic 
response from our members in trade unions, in the high 
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schools and colleges and in the anti-war movement gen¬ 
erally. Y.'e hope that the work stoppage will be taken 
upon by many unions and other organizations so it can be 
effectively implemented." 

For more information, call Rennie Davis of 
the National Mobilization Committee to End the War in 
Viet Nam, phone 939-2666. 

Characterization of SDS is attached hereto. 


pay id Dellinger 

bO ) 


speaker was David Dellinger, Editor of "Liberation" 
magazine, v/ho identified himself as a pacifist. He stated 
that it was necessary to abolish the cause of war, which 
is capitalism. He advocated a communist society and 
stated, "I am a communist", but pointed out that he was 
not a Soviet-type communist. 

A characterization of the MLF is attached hereto. 
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cvised that Rennie Davis, whose true name is Rennard 
r.rdm Davis, attended the 1963 National Convention of 
OS as a member of the Illinois Chapter of that organization. 
- the convention Davis was elected to the National Executive 
cuncil of SDS. The letterhead on SDS stationery listed 
m.nie Davis as Director of Economic Research and Action 
ro/iecT -if SDS. 


nr.ie DaVl£3, a T5TTCST U.. JOIN Community Union, iormeriy Known 
bs Or Income Now, a community action group of SDS, 
e a trip to Hanoi, North Viet Nam, in the fall of 
7, at which time he met with representatives of the 
ticr.al Liberation Front. 


t xer.aie Davis, leader 01 the National Mobilization 
r.ittee to End the War in Viet Nam, an anti-war organi 
ion, had canceled the national strike scheduled for 
:1 3, 1963, in favor of a memorial service for Martin 

her Zing, Jr., at the bandstand, Grant Park,.Chicago, 
mo is, at 2:00 p.ra. on April 9, 1963. 


urnisnea tne same 
fion as above,, but, in addition, advised that 
er.orial service was to be jointly sponsored by the 
nal Mobilization Committee to End the War in Viet 
r.d S # 
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On April S, 196S, special Agents of the FBI observed a 
memorial service for Martin Luther King, Jr., held at 
che bandstand located in Grant park, Chicago, Illinois. 

The service was scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m., but, 
cue to che late arrival of several speakers, the service 
cid act start until approximately 2:30 p.m. People started 
gathering at the bandstand at 1;30 p.m. At the time 
the service began there were approximately 400 individuals 
in tne audience, which included about 50 Negroes. There 
was r.o indication as to the sponsor of the memorial service; 
tne stated purpose of the service was to honor the memory 
tt Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Included among the speakers were Staughton 
. -nd ar.d Mike S pi egel, introduced as National Secretary 
-- SLS. 


The April IS, 1957, edition of the "Chicago 
U-ily News", a daily Chicago newspaper, described Lynd 
a Yale University professor and violent protestor 
against the Viet Nam war. 

The article stated that Lynd had taken an unautho¬ 
rised "peace mission” trip to Hanoi, North Viet Nam, 
c .ring 1966 as a result of which he temporarily lost 
a_s United States passport. 


Further, 


the "Chicago Sun-Times”, a daily Cnicago 
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newspaper, edition of March 27, 1956, contained an article 
relating to an anti-Viet Nam war affair held early in 
March, 1956, in Chicago. Lynd was in Chicago to participate 
in this affair and reportedly stated while here that 
he had recently applied for membership in the W.E.B. 

Da Eois Clubs of America. 

In August, 1953, Lynd was interviewed by Special 
A rents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. At that 
time he stated he had never been a Communist Party member, 
hut did state that in the fall of 1946 he had joined 
the .-.r.erican Youth for Democracy. He had disaffiliated 
himself from this group in June, 1967. During the inter- 
v_ev, Lynd had stated that while at Harvard University 
in 1947 and 1943, he had been a member of the John Reed 
Croup, having served as club secretary for approximately 
one year at this time. The American Youth for Democracy 
n_s beer, designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

A characterization of the V.E.B. Du Bois Clubs, 
„at.. local and national, as well as a characterization 
of the John Reed Club, is attached hereto. 


Spiegel stated that Martin Luther King, Jr., 
'..■as a champion of civil rights and his death would not 
a^stroy the civil rights movement, but, he believed, 
\.^uld give it more impetus. 


Staughton Lynd spoke of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
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views concerning the war in Viet Nam. Lynd compared 
the war in Viet Nam to the lifcaatica of the black community, 
lie called for the immediate withdrawal of troops from 
Viet Nam and the black community. He also called for 
the right of self-determination for the Vietnamese people 
and the black community. Lynd stated that the anti-war 
slogan should be changed from "Hell no--we won’t go” 
to "Hell no, we won’t go to Viet Nam or go into black 
communities to kill our black brothers". 


Other speakers talked of their association 
..ith Martin Luther King, Jr., of police brutality tactics 
utilised by the police and National Guardsmen stationed 
in the ghetto area curing recent rioting in Chicago, 
.-..'.other individual claimed excessive bails had been set 
for those jailed during the riots and urged the audience 
to contribute to their.aid through the United Legal Biil 
Tend Appeal, 7932 South Yale Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


The Chicago "Sun-Times", a Chicago daily news- 
.per, in its issue of April 10, 1963, on page 30, con- 
.ir.ea an article captioned "Thousands Honor King Here". 
. part, the article stated the rally was sponsored by 
:e Ad Hoc Committee for the Memorial to Doctor Martin 
.ther King, a group composed of various civil rights 
.d peace groups which included SDS. 
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Service hoped to gather support for a march or. the Chicago 
Ave_-.ee Armory, headquarters for troops keeping order 
ir. Chicago. 

Special Agents of the FBI observed the service 
cad at approximately 4;15 p.m. People dispersed in all 
aireetions in groups of two and three. No march to the armory 

VO0*1 pVOCC • 
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'... urban, jr. , was arrested as he departed from the memorial 
service at approximately 4;2C p.m. and was charged with 
disorderly conduct and resisting arrest. Ke was scheduled " 
icr court appearance on April 23, 1968. 


- - - r 

- — ..^.. .. • u| t/ — « 

The University of Missouri campus newspaper, 

The ..-tetter", for February 8, 1S37, carried an article 
which reported Vernon Urban v/as elected to the position of 
off-campus vice-chairman of SD3 during a meeting of that 
organization held in Columbia, Missouri, the previous week 


The following individuals were notified of the 


eONFIDENtli 


7 






O to 








CONFI 


s 


u-uc.3r.wS iov a democrat j. r. society ( rti)n; i; 3 
i3 hucwn today, case into being at a founding convention 
----c. at -rest :.uror., Hicbi-gun, m juso , 10i»2 . Tne ADo is. «?.. 
association cf young people on the -.eft and has a current 
Cl protesting the craft, promoting a campaign for 
youth to cave lop a conscientious objector status, cenour.ci. 


' I*/" W »-* Xki 


rveniion in the war m Vie aaam and to 


"rsa_cnc _7 trunnion.." the university community and provide 
tor it_ complete control by students. GUS IIALL, General 
l_cr-s_ry, Counaaist Party, USA, when interviewed by a repre 
Aw„t_tivo of United Press International in San Francisco, 
C-Ii-oraia, or. Hay 14, IS35, described the SI>3 as a pa* t of 
i*-~ "rss_:cs-sible_leit" which the Party has "going for us." 

~u the June, 1135, £_1 National Convention, an anticommunist 
revise* was removed from the S3S constitution. In the 
Coich-r 7, 1933, issue of "Lev/ Left Notes," the official pub 
--a— tics of S33, an £33 spohescan stated that there are some 
u_..ma;.iets in £33 and they are welcome. The national heac- 
w.uar.^rs of this organisation as of April IS, 1967, was ioca 
un r.ocu 203, 1SC3 West Liadison Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
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t —*~r r*' o i*^▼ 7 ■—n o /*> ~7 a • - t? "5 - 
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(CCA) 


A source advised that cn October 25-27, 1563 s a 
conference of scribers of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), 
including national functionaries, set in Chicago, Illinois, for 
the purpose of setting in motion forces for the establish cent of 
c new national Marxist-oriented youth organization which would 
he.:; c for the cost peaceful transition to socialise. The delegates 
• --re told that it would be reasonable to assume that the young 
socialists attracted into this new organization, would eventually 
n..i,s an to the Cr itself. 


A socor.c source has advised that the founding convention 
fir the new youth organization was held from June 19-21, 1964, at 
..cl Colder. Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which time 
. name V7.S.B. BuBois Clues of America (DCA) was adopted. 
...-/-.roxinately 5C0 delegates from throughout the United States 
u ; tended this convention. 

The second source advised in September, 1933, that IZZllZ 
.GANdLL, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro communities 
...o Party still supported the plan to build "left” socialist 
centers and to solidify the Party base through the DCA. This 
_ .varce also advised in September, 1963, that DANIEL RUBIN, CPUSA 
tic.-.ni Crganizaticnal Secretary, stated the Party believes the 
; A. should have a worhing-class outlook and be a mass organization 
-'or<-.ble to socialism, socialist countries and Marxism, and in 
...ril. 1937, advised that GUS HALL, CPUSA General Secretary, 
indicated the DCA primary emphasis should be on developing mass 
resistance to the draft. 


A third source advised in Septe 
vas elected chairman of the DCA on 
hind National Convention of the DCA 
from September 8-10, 1937. 


nber, 1967, that JARVIS 
September 10, 1967, at 
held in New York, New 


A fourth 


source advised during 
member of the National 


August, 1957, that 
Committee of the CPUSA. 



V - 


..-.^rte. ^ oji 
. Nev,' York. 


th source advised on 
the DCA is located a 


Septembe 
t 34 Wes 



at the 
New 
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ZD CLUES CD THE UNITED STATES 


Cited as organizations "whose affiliation 
with the Communist Party is clear beyond 
dispute." 


(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Annual Report, House 
Report 1476, January 3, 1940, p.10.) 
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// (,0 70-3 April 12, 


__ 'O.l 

Kannapolis, North Carolina 28081 

kv(<y - 


1968 


A** 


Dear 


Your letter was received on April 9th. 


As you may know, the FBI derives its responsibilities 
from Congressional enactments, Presidential Directives and special 
orders of the Attorney General. At the specific request of the Attor¬ 
ney General, the FBI instituted an investigation into the circumstances 
surrounding the slaying of Martin Luther King. 

Sincerely yours, 


mSSjrz 

APR 1 21968 


J. Edgar 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director l 




’K 1 21968 Wrector &®™0NG0NTAJHED 

comm-eb. - 1 NERD*’, b (JiN'CLASSIFIED 

DATnft^fl pv 

NOTEi-JBufiles reflect an outgoing to correspondent toted 9-19-67 — 


in response to his request regarding firearms legislation. 




tJL# 


To l M>n „ 
DeLoach 

’<*ohr _ 

Bishop - 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Cortfod - 

Felt _ 

Gole _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan 

Tovei _ 

Trotier * 
Tele. Ro 
Holmes - 
Gandy 


HCSijas (3) 

A i^ 

^ u 

= < *6 
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ycc-C Bi 
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riAf* 
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teletype unit 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
.Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S, Department of Justice 
Washington,D.C. 




*0*1 


Sir; 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 3£h(i_ BY S P4l4nl£ - 


Mr. ConrcJ 
Mr. I>!t.. 
1C. G. 1 
Mr. lV*ei 
Mr. Cuil 
Mr. Tavei 
Mr. Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Miss Holn^s. 
Miss Gandy 



The Associated Press quotes Attorney General Ramsey Clark as 
saying that FBI Agents are cooperating with the Men^his Police De¬ 
partment and other state and municipal law enforcement organizations 
in the noble search for some hapless soul on whom vengeance may be 
wreaked for the Thursday slaying of Nobel'Peace laureate Martin Luther ^ 
£> King, 


Presuming that this one of the few occasions upon which Clark 
knows what he is talking about,I must ask what legal authority the 
FBI has to enter a homicide case which has no relevance to national 
security and did not,as far as anyone knows,entail any violation of 
the Federal laws of which the Federal Bureau of Investigation is 
charged with enforcement. 




Your record,sir,demands the conclusion that you would have to 
be overruled before FBI Agents could exceed their legitimate authority 
and Jurisdiction. 


Sincerely, 





pxrw 


BBC- is 


r: C 'ZC" /V 

8 AbR ) 1968 




mi&jvcE 








( V 


r- 

■*/ V/ - V^w/ * ^ ^1/ w' w/ J * •—/ 


%■ . 


3-23-63 ' 




hf/fl 
'■'■</'«* — 
Letter - 
Bo 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
0ATEA5<f_BY£fckWi4, 

W 0 - 7-4 

. _ _r • _ _* ■ * ^ i i . .1 i-'i — t— w 


Cr 3-23-33, easier.ed individual visited F*>I I-Ieaa- 



/Urvi-. 


viseo mac /.is name was originally a-anviue, Virg-mi, 
a; he /a.a yast received a call from a relative there indicating 
l.frs. Julia Brown of Cleveland, Ohio, would he speaking in 
he 3-27-33. further advised that one of the Danville news- 

c carried an advertisement regarding this appearance wherein 
Brown claimed to be a former employee of the FBI, whose duties 
■er so investigate Dr. Iviartin Lutherasing, the Southern Christian 
/ship Conference and ocher c ivil r ights groups relative to the 
ace cf communist influence. 4^^made clear that he was here 
rivate citizen and wished to know if this woman was ever an 
pee of the FBI and if so, was she engaged in the above-mentioned 


/CO — 


7o c. t7J> 


' fflfl^was advised chat a Ivlrs. Julia Brown, who is well 

1-acwn .0 che Bureau, famished information on sub versi ve activities on 
a omddertial basis to the FBI from 1351 to 1630. ^J^was also told 
c while she was roc an em ployee cf the Bureau, she was compensated 
icr her services. fBHHfcwas also told that aside from this, we, . 


r her services. VHH^vwas also told that aside from this, we y / /- 
-Id net comment further concerning her. / ^<2 RECORDED 

appeared satisfied with this answer m flf&Jt8a1968 
’viewing Agent tor providing him with this information. 

' r- tv" r: T j ~r — 

^ * -wa 1a Id U d —«/--— 

40)fcms the subject cf a White HcusXraa/efcheck in 
1 no derogatory irucrmacior. regarding h*m \va\ fpund. (62-5-23175) 


.J* O*_ 


.-n vby,a.r— -v»- 


Bishop 

SnUivan,^ 


i - her. DeLoach 
TDI-I:iar/roc (8) 


cD'*' 












April 16, 1968 


/ss ^ 7* 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 4 & 6 L BY SwJffyl/ri. 





I have received your letter ofAprStf 10th and certainly 
appreciate your favorable remarks concerning my-administration of 
the FBI. : r ,r i —• 

In response to your request, whilQ would very much 
like to be of assistance, information in our files must be maintained 
as confidential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 




Tolson 


MAILED IZ 

1 6 1968 

CQMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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April 10, 1968 


Kr# J- Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


M 

Mr. CalJaha 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt ^ 
Mr. Galc-j^ 


ALL INFORMCCMTA! r 
HR::!' £ '"iC * «y ttZ*. 


vjftw 


T^e. Room.. 
Mies Holmes 

■Miss {Jitndy. 


Our country has just yesterday witnessed the buring of Dr. Martin 
Luther ^ing, a renouned minister of the Gospel, a very prominent 
"and able clergyman, recognized by many if not all of our many re¬ 
ligious faiths, and also a very influential leader in the Civil 
Rights Movement, especially in the non-violence area. 

However, as I make the following request it may be that such a re- 


However, 

ml Rat i e 


ontlrelv out of 


ipftnn vith thfi nrinoinles of the orffsniza- 


tion of which you are its able Director. 

I have heard that this man has had leanings, been related to various 
communists front organizations and that such is on record in your 
files. 


It seems incredible to me, Mr. Hoover, that a man with sush strong 
influences in many areas of concern in our America, first within the 
pulpit of our American churches, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, etc, 
are possible. 

Please, I am not requesting such information which is not in keeping 
with the works of sharing with the general public, but just a simple 
ves or no. as to the possibility of such hearings. 

Therefore, if it possible that you can share in this particular and 
possible unusual request, I would deeply appreciate it. 

Thanking you sincerely for sharing as you deem it wise and also for 
your interest in our total betterment of our America, I am 
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- -»c-- 

mat i t t : i 3 

ciA cih n: ko t? 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

7 /*■ 7 

/ / 9'^ r r/ -r~ Y‘ r '■ ''/'A 

* * <* <y * i »_/«/1 J i/ 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


V.-v. 7: 


DATE: bprii 7, 19o3 


•-^v7 .-- 

•/-:;- 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Si;: - 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -h. '. 

-TEJ.^ rv ^ 


=rcs.rs^._I*W7 l u<*TKr 

~ ecfopeiixg Baltimore 

J'w—r.w TOPICS OP Uh'RbST 


.^ P* n « ? 0:1 0/7/SC, an i ndividual who 

^^^xexeu i_s 

and tolephoni cally spohe rttSHStS? 


c^., c ..- r A ....1^®^®R k ^ OUSST71 * e » ceiled to advise of a rumor 
riT^Tt- k-— _aryaand, area and to state 

“ ^rr-rr: authorities are telling the publi 

c™^ -'r? ‘'Uanee.g to nc; developments nationally. 

t - s “- according to her husband, who is* 
y C .r w -:'ri“..’ Baltimore attorneys, identities 
w-.Qtw Di.u.c-or hoover has a file on Reverend 
S ~ ~‘~"~~T-- brj^T iaaacates he was pro—communist. 

—^ s^.ea that if this was true the information should 

r "TIT:? 1 tf. lu -“-?- c -* £ - she is of the opinion 1 

w . 'r~'7.“7,M“\- i "7^ 3 .- 7~°? preplanned and put into operation by I 
~7 a..a groups, identities unhnown. and I 

^-.w .o^sicen^oonnsop is not informing the public of the I 

s_e -ay wire tne President and the / 

-o-m^y uanorai her views. I 

. ^ . ^~“ cr , V7 “ 3 udvised that the information in FBI/ 

- £_ co;—eenexal ana no comment could be made. / 

bureau indices negative regarding 
..if:;:.;: / /f^> ' f 0 (p (o 6 ^ 10 l 2°° I 


,, _ .NOT RECORDED - 

“Kf a^ii^aw - C£ ~ sr of r£c ^~ 


V“ 


— ■ - T7^*^ 


^.-b:her:bib ,7.-, 


T* Elewcoe 


\ v . V • „ 
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FD-3 6 (R*v. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


Date: 4/8/68 
PLAINTEXT _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 

(Priority) 



TO DIRECTOR (M AIL), ATLANTA AND MILWAUKEE 
PROM CLEVELAND (W7-293) 

RE: MARTIN LUTHE]f-XINGj SM - C. 


P (&' 


RE CLEVELAND TEL TO BUREAU, ATLANTA, DETROIT AND MEMPHIS, 
APRIL SIX LAST, AND CLEVELAND TEL TO BUREAU, BALTIMORE AND 
BOSTON, APRIL SEVEN LAST. 


ADVISED 

TWO GREYHOUND BUSES CHARTERED AT CLEVELAND, OHIO TO 


THAT 


DEPART CLEVELAND TWELVE ZERO ONE A.M., APRIL EIGHT INSTANT FOR 
ATLANTA FOR REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING'S FUNERAL HAD BEEN 
'CANCELLED AS ONLY FIFTEEN PEOPLE SI (HI ED UP. THESE FIFTEEN WERE 
SENT VIA REGULAR GREYHOUND SERVICE TO ATLANTA. 

THE OTHER CHARTERED BUSES NAMELY THE TWELVE FROM DETROIT, 
TWO FROM BOSTON AND ONE FROM WILMINGTON, DEL., AS SET FORTH IN 
RETELS ARE TO MAKE THE TRIP TO ATLANTA FOR THE FUNERAL AS 


SCHEDULED• 


FTV^fiy&9( 


TO LEAVE ST. BONIFACE CHURCH, MILWAUKEE, W1SC., AT TWO THIRTY 
HID PAGE ONE ‘ 

sr* . ^tssKaas** »*»•«• 







I 


FD-36^fRev. 5-22-64) 


( 


F B I 

Date: 


Transmit the following in ___j 

(Type in plctintext or code) I 

Via_ J 

CV 157-293 (Priority) | 

PAGE TWO 

P.M., APRIL EIGHT INSTANT, FOR KING FUNERAL IN ATLANTA WITH 
THE RETURN TRIP SCHEDULED FOR A SIX P.M., APRIL NINE NEXT 
DEPARTURE OUT OF ATLANTA. 

THE ABOVE SUBMITTED FOR INFO OF MILWAUKEE AND ATLANTA. 
LHM RE BUS CHARTERING WILL BE SUBMITTED APRIL NINE NEXT. 

END. 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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SOI 0 -IO* 


4 -S ?2 (Rev. 7 - 10-631 

oriiO^Ai *o*m **o 10 

IOiUO* 

OVA Of** MO HO )J 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


The Director 




FROM N. P. Callahan 


SUBJECT- The Congressional Record 


J ; Record U replete with euiogiee to t r. U*rtt& uther 

J *** forth in tbii MftOrtMiuiu Infirm* bln they cmUIi 

j no re.ereocee to the *£1, cwoiaj > 






/a£<Z7d~ 


NOT BZC05DED 

176 APR 17 1968 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ^ ^ was reviewed and pertinent items were 

mqKeAor Ahpp^Qw’mauention. This form has been prepared in order that 
pcJRoSI ofacfcpyMfaPfheoriginal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter tiles* 


/ 



Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


l 


Deleted under exemptions) _ 

material available for release to you. 



One or more of the following statements, where 


with no segregate 


i 


O Information pertained onlv to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

Q Information pertained only to a third part>. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents) originating with the following government agency!ies) __ 

____ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

__ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s): 


I I For your information 


ffl^The following number is to be used for Reference regarding these pages: 

7 - 4 c C , */' e /6 




* 


£ 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

jf DELETED PAGE(S) $ 
J NO DUPLICATION FEE $ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


rai/ooj 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Jji Reply.Please Rejer to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

FUc A o. 

April 10, 19GS 



RE/ ' - *' r * Z 

FCIr - -.. 

DAI J • ' 1 rt f- 

DECLmoo . ... 



held at the Young Henfe Christian Association, Vabash Street, 
Carnage, Illinois. Among the approximately 110 indi/iduals in 


ac 4 . 0 nc.ancc at the Conference there were such Cl 5 notables as 
Cus -lull, Claude Lis lit £00 ii, George Meyers, G eorg s - i n Qwis -, 

4 .s ,.gs. j cl* 1 Yin-er and Laurel iubin • 


The June 2S, 
an east coast 
that Gus Hall 
Secretary oi 
Convention, I* 


1936, issue of “The Yorker," 
Communist newspaper, reported 
had been elected General 
che CM at its lGth National 
ev; York City, June 22-23, 1966. 



1 















u* *; 




icoore 


a run-uewn on the current labor situation and 
the United States as viewed by the CP. 
in general things were ''coining to a head" in 

agrees and in the deficit money situation 
u;« ejwui-j' now found itself. He pointed out that 

*any, President of AJL-CIO, vas now in a dilemma as 
’ thrown his support to President Johnson who had 

ild not run as a candidate for re-election. 


d thrown hi 


«orr±s* report, the conference continued 
ssior.s by the various delegates. These 
the labor situations in their respective 
ticular approaches to the problems eucounto 




















' - \ A f ■> MT 


' JL ■/*«.*. J. X L' 

*" • - f v . ^ r 

l n. 


CONFIOlrTlAL 


Carl Winter 


, V . W 


a report on the new Marxist daily 
newspaper, "Tr.e i' D r - i 1 y \[ o v Id.” following the above discussions, 
‘.fin Lor "statecl cAat the uos c modern printing equipment and the 
la.es. newspaper techniques and services would be utilized in 
.ho publication of this newspaper. Winter noted that half a 
million dollars had been received in donations by the newspaper 
whose publication date of May 1, 1950, had been delayed because 
Cx some difficulty with the wire services. 

The highlight of the second day of the conference 
was a speech by Gus Hall, hall spoke concerning toe crises 
in .ne United States, namely the rioting in the cities, ti^e 
less of faith in the dollar and the controversy over the war 
in Vie.uam. he stated that in effect the ruling class had 
’’dumped'' 1-res idea t Joxinson who had come tc the conclusion that 
he could not win if he ran for re-election. 


Oix 


hall characterized the C? as a working-class party, 
ged those in attendance at tx.e conference to return to 
respective areas and work toward making this a reality, 
noted that the time was right for CP members to speak 
the issues confronting the nation today. 

Hall stated that tiic C? had alr^a^y issued a leaflet 
ir.g to the ho/erend hr. Martin LuderKing, Jr., the 

ivil rigxi.b reader v,uo v/as assassinated at 

Hall stated that about 

’■'in r 1 noon r- "• c: f or 'h\r J £ll3 QTp 

area. hall urged delegates to get a supply of 

reas. 


..ally known 


'enncssee, on Apr _1 -1, lDGh. 



! J r 



bOJ 


one principal points 
conference were: ML. Tork toward the success 
.e Daily Morld 1 ' and 2. 1,’ork toward making the CP a working- 


proposals passed at the conference included sending 
Mao .arnily of .lie late Move rend Dr. Ming a letter of condolence 
and furnishing the nets media the details of proceeding of the 
conierence. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) _ 

material available for release to you. 



with no aegregable 


t 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 


1 1 Information pertained only to a third parts. Your name is listed in the title only. 


! 1 Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) -— 

__ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

_as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Paget s) withheld for the following reasonts): 



1 1 For your information: 



O The following number 
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is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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April 17, 1968 


EX ' 115 ! Cy >C)r-/0 6 & 7 < 3 ~z 2 DS 



ALL IHFCR .:/,]f'Mr/.,, rn 

msmim" 1 * 

$)' &a *<-insmtoC'L 

< 0 ^ 


Tour letter of April 10th has been received. 


hi response to your Inquiry, I did make the statement 
In a press conference on November 18, 1964, that Martin Luther King 
was the most notorious Uar in the country. I did so because he had 
grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents handling 
civil rights Investigations In the South. 


With respect to your other question, Information In our 
files must remain confidential pursuant to regulations of the Depart- 
tsent of Justice. 

v Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar" Hod^F 


NOTE: :Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. 
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April 10, 1968 


w L INFORMATION C0KTMKE1). 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Dept, of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hdoverr 

I am a housewife and mother of 2 children. I try 
to keep myself informed on the world situation and the 
situation here in the U.S. Yesterday I watched the entire 
funeral of Dr. Martin LutherKlng, Jr. After watching it 
I came away more confused about tne man than prior to the 
funeral. As I listened to all the speeches about the kind 
of person he was and what he wanted to do , I began to 
feel a little sad about what X thought he was. I am still 
confused. 


I never in all the time I heard him speak thought of 
him as being a peacelovlng person. His manner of speaking, 
the words he snoke, and th*» feeling he put across to me 
were not especially non-violent. And now some of the very 
people who critised him . are now praising him as the 

greatest peacemakerof these times. It was my feeling that 
he was trying to tear the U.S. apart using the black peoples’ 
grievances as his tool. If he was so much for peace, then 
why did he predict such a negative atmosphere that every 
summer the U.S. will have riots? I don't understand what he 

“ 8S ”‘ ny try Wl5°fcC-«8 ICO -) C 66 7# -d 

If I remember correctly you said something to the effect 
one time that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wwthe most ’ 
notorious liar in the country. That has been on my mind also. 
Could you please explain that statement a JfcjfcB hard 

to believe that he would have had the nerve to trick and 
fool his race into destroying their own cormt'ry, and WTS the 
pulpit of Christianity to stand behind. Please give me an 
answer as to your opinion of him, and what he was really 

trying to accomplUh. CORRESPOND* 




FE>36 5-22-64) 


Transmit (be following in 

_T^HTYPE 


F B I 

Date: 

PLAINTEXT 


4 / 8/68 


(Type in plaintext or code> 

URGBfT 


(Priority) 



WET 


t 


1*- 


TO DIRECTOR (MAIL), ATLANTA, CHICAGO AND NEW YORK \l 



JRCM CLEVELAND (157-293) 

C 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER XING; SM - C. 


a:i.‘ n;F0Fj:;.T cm 
k:: r: i = y:,- ■*: .* - ' - - - fa* jv 


* ADVISED APRIL EIGHT INSTANT THAT HE HAD LEARNED THE FOLLOWING 
ADDITIONAL BUSES HAD BEEN CHARTERED PROM GREYHOUND TO TRAVEL TO 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO ATTEND FUNERAL OF REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
OH APRIL NINE NEXT. 

ONE BUS CHARTERED BY THE CITY WIDE WELFARE GROUP, NEW 
YORK CITY, SCHEDULED TO LEAVE NEW YORK NINE THIRTY A.M., APRIL 
SIGHT INSTANT, RETURN TRIP LEAVE ATLANTA FIVE P.M., APRIL NINE 
NEXT. 

ONE BUS CHARTERED BY MR. SIMMS, ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE, 
CHICAGO, TO LEAVE CHICAGO TWELVE NOON, APRIL EIGHT INSTANT, 
RETURN TRIP DEPART ABLANTA FIVE A.M. APRIL TEN NEXT. 

THREE BUSES CHARTERED BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
O01FKRKNCE, CHICAGO, TO LEAVE CHICAGO THREE P.M., APRIL EIGHT 


^NSTAMT, RETURN TRIP DEPART ATLANTA SIX P.M., APRIL NINE 

-iW <we r /a_- Jti I % 


SA8/U* 


w: 


Approved: 


Wrara 


REC-105 




Special Agent in wrarge 


_ <vi 


ElJ 





Sent 


.M 


Per. 
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Transmit the following in _ 

b 

ij 

F B 1 

Date: 


Vin 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

_ 1 

(Priority) j 


cv 157-293 

PAGE TWO 

ABOVE FOR INFORMATION • 

LHM RE ABOVE WILL BE SUBMITTED APRIL NINE NEXT. 

END. 


Approved: _ Sent 

Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 








FEDERAl BUREAU of fWVESTlGATWN 
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 


w. g, vtrnnipitni ur JUoULt I 

aii if.jr.''n’* t T * 1 “'* r .“"'TAIfJPn ®®^^^NICiJTIONS/SECTION 

ALL IN. u!. -i. . ■ IRIHLU AppyaWo 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED t ' m J^r 

Ml ? 2 ~4’h B Y S N~J Ih TlA-TgLETYPE 

m T UA-IJ \C ^ ^ 


FBI WASH 


12t35 


TO DIRECTOR 


4/9/68 URGENT VSC 




Mr. € ~p ■- _ 

Mr. C ‘ ; 

^jtr. F j‘ . ^ 

ilr.4u: 

Mr. Tavcl J r 
Mr. Trotur 

T«le* Room- 

Mia* Holmes 
Mis* Gandy- 


FROM ATLANTA 157-3094 


A/£ 


ASSASSINATipjj OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, ^JUTT* &?Cs*?a. £ 


ADVISED APR. EIGHT LAST, 


I HE -UNDERSTANDS SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY HAD SEVERAL 
TELEPHONES^NSTALLED IN THE WEST HUNTER BAPTIST CHURCH,. ^- /f 
CHESTNUI^AND HUNTER STS,, ATLANTA, GA. THIS IS A NEGRO'"* / 


BAPTIST 


JRCH AND ACCORDING TO 


INFO THE 


TELEPHONES WERE INSTALLED TWO OR THREE DAYS AGO. KENNEDY 


ovi 


ALLEGEDLY INSTALLED PHONES FOR USE OF KING FAMILY, RELATIVES 

fouTW/HJ tt/Assw* *e-r&c/£s#/f> tlew's titter 
AND FRIENDS, AND MEfBERS OF FOR THEIR CONVENIENCE IN 

HANDLING FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS AND THEf-CRgWDr&CPECTED TO BE 

| IN ATLANTA ^ FOR KING’S FUNERAL.. 4fcC OR D^ TO /^// ^ 

INFO, THE TEMPORARY -HQS. IN THmHUNTER ftAPTIST'CHIJRCH IS _ 3 ? 




STAFFED BY PEOPLE^THPtOYED BY SENATOR KENNEDY. 


it APR 16 1968 


% 


I MR DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR^ 


CC- MR PTJT.TJVAN 
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Transmit the following in 
Vi. AIRTEL 


Date: M/9/68 

(Typt (* piotfUtti v #5317 


(Privity) 


I 

I 

_L. 


TO: 

PROM: 

MARTIN 
SM - C 


Director, FBI (100-1066^0) 
SAC, Clev#land (157-293) 
LUTHK^ 


// 

mo 


OO: Atlanta 


k\(/y —' 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


All. INFORMATION^CeOTAINID 

HEREIN is 

DATEieLx 

Fa Cleveland tal to the Bureau, Atlanta, Detroit end 


Memphis, 4/6/68; Cleveland tel to the Bureau, Baltimore and 
Boston, 4/Y/68; Cleveland tel to the Bureau, Atlanta and 
Milwaukee, 4/8/68; Cleveland tel to the Bureau,. Atlanta, Chicago 
and New York, 4/8/68• 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven copies of an LHM 
suitable for dissemination; copies ere also being sent to 
Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Memphis, Milwaukee 
and New York. In addition, copies are being sent to Secret 
Service, Cleveland, Ohio, Jmd local military Intelligence 
agencies 



Atlanta'(100-55861 (Enc. 2) (FM) 
2 - Baltimore (Bnc. 2) (BN) 

2 - Boston ""i-swr 


2 - Chicago (100 
2 - Detroit 
2 - Memphis 
2 - Milwaukee (Enc 
2 - New York (100 
2 - Cleveland 
EAS/ha 

( 21 ) AGENCY* 




n 



toe. S) (tat) 


*’*• a > <“>/ ao - 

KtC-i 

... „„ 

0SI;SEC. SERf 


,3 ’ 5 


0 ZlXTfZcx. 




l cx 

Sant 


.M Par ____ 


Special Agent in Charge 









UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Cleveland, Ohio 


i 

■J 


In R+ly, Pimm R n 

«•/*. April 9, 1968 


MARTIN LUTHER KING 


On April 4, 1968, Reverend Martin Luther King 
was assassinated at Memphis, Tennessee, and hia funeral waa 
scneduled to be held on April 9* 1968, at Atlanta, Georgia. 






learned that twelve buses had been 
chartered m Detroit, Michigan, in the name of Robert Kendall, 
scheduled to leave from Great Lakes Mutual, Woodward Avenue, 
Detroit, at 5*00 PM, April 8, 1968, and arrive at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, at 9*18 Am, April 9> 1968. 
The people making this trip reportedly were to attend the 
funeral of Reverend Martin Luther King on April 9* 1968, 
and then the buses would depart Atlanta at 5*00 PM, April 9> 
1968, for the return trip to Detroit. 


\n(p) 



[also learned that Public Employees District 
Council 7'/, IteWflll, had chartered one bus scheduled to leave 
Detroit, April 7 , 1968, foi^layborn Temple, Memphis, Tennessee, 
and return April 9, 1968. JJH|fehad no further details regard¬ 
ing this and did not know Tni^ias in connection with the 
death of Reverend King. 



'also advised that the Inner City Christian 
Council, uieveiana, Ohio, had chartered two buses scheduled to 
leave Cleveland, 12:01 AM, April 8, 1968 , for Atlanta, Georgia, 
for the funeral and leave Atlanta for the return trip at 6;00 PM, 
April 9, 1968 . This group made a $100 deposit and was attempt¬ 
ing to fill additional buses. 


it» t^-^RV^TION’ contained 



KCL03 T JKB 


/00 -M L fO 







Be: MABTIN LUTHER KING 



_ advisee _ 

_ Association for the 

fvancement of Colored People (NAACF), Wilmington, Delaware, 
had chartered one Greyhound bus to depart Wilmington, 6:00 AM, 
April 8, 196 $* for Atlanta, Georgia; also two buses were 
chartered at Boston, Massachusetts, by Radio Station WIIZ) 
to depart Boston at 9:00 AM, April 8 , 1968 , to attend the 
funeral of Reverend King in Atlanta. 


was recontacted regard¬ 
ing any additional cnarter service to Atlant^^^^^end 
Reverend King's funeral on April 9 , 1968 . ntioned 

that the following additions and changes hg^Teenmade in the 
chartering of Greyhound buses for the funeral; 


(1) Twelve buses from Detroit in name of Robert 
Kendall — No changes. 

(2) One bus from Detroit in name of Public Employees 

District Council 77 — No change. 

( 3 ) Two buses were originally chartered by Radio 
Station WILD, Boston, but this was changed to 
one bus to make the Atlanta trip. 

(4) One bus chartered by NAACF, Wilmington — No 
change. 

(5) Two buses were chartered by the Inner City 
Christian Council, Cleveland, for the trip 
but both were cancelled as only fifteen people 
signed up and these people made the trip on 
regular Greyhound service to Atlanta. 

( 6 ) One bus was chartered by the City Wide Welfare 
Oroup, New York City, New York, scheduled to 
leave New York, 9:30 -AM, April 8 , 1968 ; return 
trip - leave Atlanta, 5:00 PM, April 9 > 1968 . 

(7) One bus was chartered by Mr. Simms, Ecumenical 
Institute, Chicago, Illinois, scheduled to depart 
Chicago, 12:00 noon, April 8, i 960 ; return trip - 
leave Atlanta, Wednesday, April 10, 1968 , at 5:00 AM. 


- 2 - 







i 




Re: MARTIN LUTHER KINO 


( 8 ) 


Three buses were chartered by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCI£), Chicago, 
Illinois, leaving Chicago, 3:00 PM, April 8 , 1968: 
return trip - leave Atlanta, 6:00 PM, April 9 , 1968 . 


(9) flHHalso learned that the Central United 
statescontrol area of Greyhound notified his 
office that five chartered Greyhound buses would 
leave St. Boniface Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
at 2:30 PM, April 8 , 1968 , en route to Atlanta 
and would be going through the Greyhound Eastern 
Control Division. These five buses would depart 
Atlanta at 6:00 PM, April 9* 1968, for the return 
trip. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


- 3 * - 


V 


I 

4 


o 



April 12, 1968 



Honorable B. Everett Jordan 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 10510 

My dear Senator: 



Assistant to the Director Do Loach has shown 
me your communication of April 10th enclosing correspond- 
ence relating to requests yon have received for the release 
of Information from FBI flies concerning Martin Lather King. 




While 1 would Uke to be of 
constituents, data in our files must be 
dentl&l pursuant to regulations of the 
1 regret I cannot be of help.‘juice. 


to your 
I coofi- 
of Justice. 


The enclosures you forwarded are being 
returned as yon requ e st ed . 


UAiim 2 

APR i 2 196b 

CQMM.£31 


Sincerely years, 

J. Edgar Hoovb $ 


y 


Enclosures (8) 


T 


A 


£ 


Tol son _ 

DeLooch . 

Mohr _ 

Bimhop ._ 

Casper_ 

Call ah on . 
Conrad _ 

Felt _ 

Cole __ 

Rosen - 

Sullivan _ 

TaveJ _ 

Trotter _ 


fc£C-0 . 

NOTE: We have enjoyed cordial relatio& ^ith Senator Jordan. Enclosures 
included five telegrams and two /^ptjters from various constituents in North 
Carolina. Bufiles contain no information identifiable with any of these 
constituents. 
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QICnHeb JS>laie» Senate 




April 10, 1968 


Respectfully referred to 


Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach 


for such consideration as the communlcation 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon. In duplicate to accompany return of 
lnclosure. 


By direction of 



tonXj: d&t 




I 



V>‘ $ 

4/.A. 7 a/.. 
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S. CViCRCTT JORDAN 

WNtTHCAMLNU 


( 

QlCmiefc ^iaics Senate* 

WAlHfNOTON, DuC. M10 


April 10, 1968 



Thank you for your April 9 letter urging immediate release by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation of information in its files on the 
background of Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr, as well as on forces backing 
past racial disorders, 

I am forwarding your Utter on this issue to the FBI, together with 
others received on the same subject, with a request for review sjid com* 
ment. As soon as I have a response, 1 will be sure to send you a copy 
of it. _ 

Meanwhile, with all best regards, 

*• ■ 

Sincerely, 


B. Everett Jordan, USS 


BEJtpjh 

bcc: Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach 



/< 
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April 8,-1968 


Honorable B. Evorotte Jordan 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 


Imperative that the FBI 
King and Racial Order bo roleosed. 


report on Martin Luther 







I 



L. 


i 



Sen, B-. Everett Jordan 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sin 


During these days of crises, our ditlzens are 
becoming more and more alarmed with lawlessness 
and civil disobedience. 


About three weeks ago Sen. Strom Thurmond urged 
that the official report from the F.B.I. on Dr. 
Martin Luther King be made public, I should like 
to urge you as an official representative from 
this state to support this move and that the 
American people be informed about the real Martin 
Luther King, As a public servant I believe you 
to be interested in the welfare of this nation. 

I should also like to urge you that the report 
on racial disorders from the F.B.I. be made pub¬ 
lic. I realize that It is Important that certain 
Information be withheld at certain times, but 
what could be more Important than publicly ex¬ 
posing those who are subtly destroying this na¬ 
tion of ours with a false front of non-violence. 


I-would like to know your views concerning these 
matters and trust that you will urge this infor¬ 
mation be made public to the American people at 
once. 
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Clam or Smvicx 

TKii U a fiit nuii|« 
UnUu tfa dcfmcd char- 
actcr U Indicated \rf cKa 
proper tymbol. 
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Lttur ii 


_ Tlx filing iimt ibowo m the di ce line on doscitk tdrtnmi a LOCAL TIME it point of origin, Tfcn* of receipt k LOCAL TIME it point of dr: 

1126a EST APR 8 68 AAH 5 
A'WLA0S2 PD F FILMING TON NCAR 8 1052a EST 
B EVERETT JORDON 
US SENATE VASHDC 

PLEASE, NO MORE CIVIL RITES LEGISLATION NEEDED NOW INSTEAD, 
REQUEST JUSTICE DEPT TO OPEN FILES ON MARTIN LUTHER KING JR 





<07> 


. k~KtJ 








i 


I 


i 

| 


I 

i 




^ r\ 


rv-- r,^ 

. K ' r; 

y 







/✓o /o ( - 

TKn r; c • * V 




1 



Glass or Suvicz 
TW» Is a fast 

unless Its deferred char¬ 
acter U indicated by tK* 
proper symbol. 


WESTERN UNION 


TELEGRAM 


TM/il.,^ tired *™ i« the dre line on dome* ic * LOCAL TIME « j**« of ori*«. Tire of reap, m LOCAL TIME « poiot ofdc.iruioT 


9 *5a EST APR 8 $S AA<>34 aA<>35 
A'WLA02J PDF WILMINGTON NCAR S S50A EST 
SENATOR B EVERETTE JORDAN 
UASHDC 


IMPERATIVE TOU INSIST FBI REPORT ON M L 



KING AND RACIAL DISORDER 
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TKi» U I I. . mtatjjl 

unlcu kt C i cJ eh*r- 
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proper symbol. / •« 
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M-'r T l' U - r : - 


• T— I met mu Ion* I 
L1 Lout Telegram 


The Aim* time shown ja the Jm line cm domestic tefccrsim b LOCAL TIME it point of origin. TW of receipt ■ 


NFA004 (24)aa630 


15 G 5 " j 


kfftiuiioa 
^ _ 


A RGA511 NL PDFJRALEJGH NCAR.8 
SENATOR B EVERETT JORDAN £7 >>vf 
SENATE OFFICE BLDG VASHDC 


REQUEST YOU EXERT YOUR UTMOST INFLUENCES TO HAVE THE FBI PUBLICLY 
i EXPOSE THE RECORD OF THE ACTIVITIES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR 
! IMMEDIATELY 







. ;rtcd (Kit' 
Seated by the 
mboL 


TELEGRAM 


NL-Ni.:.t L 



The Aline time .Sc.-n in the dm lint 00 demotic telecr.mi b LOCAL TIME u point of art**. Vat of receipt b LOCAL TIME .« point of dc«.n.iion 


NFC^AS U3)AA769 1968 APR 9 PM II 0? 

SSE451 A RGA343 NL PDF RALEIGH NCA R 9 , ' 

SENATOR B EVERETT JORDAN ^ ^ 

SENATE OFFICE BLDG WASHDC 

REQUEST YOU EXERT Y0UR : UTM0ST' INFLUENCE TO HAVE THE FBI PUBLICLY 
EXPOSE THE RECORD OF THE ACTIVITIES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING IMMEDIATELY 
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119p EST APR S 68 AA216 

A'WUIJO PDjyiLMINGTON NCAR ® 1250P EST 

SENATOR B EVERETT JORDAN 

NEW SENATE OFFICE BLDG WASKDC . Tcnmr p 

IMPERATIVE YOU INSIST FBI REPORT ON M L KING AND RACIAL DIS 

BE RELEASED AT ONCE 
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April IS, 1663 


Honorable Jackson E. Betts 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 

I have rece 
enclosing an Inquiry from, 
release of Information fro 
King. 


OignagrmnT 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEW(... DV 

April lltb, 

eralng the lol ( c J 



n Lather 


fc7(<V 

HHi has written me a similar letter and 
I am enclosing a copy of my reply to him. 1 am also returning 
hie letter to yon as yon requested. 


MAILED 12 

APR 151968 

COMM-FBI 

Enclosures (2) 


Sincerely years, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




4 fO 

i ' ^ 




reau as ne 


4/15/68. 

WMHHlk f5l 



hi (S') 

a feetts :n is on the Special Correspondents List, 
letter dated 4-9-68 made identical Inquiries of 
wtjfr ^^Congressman,, and we replied by outgoing 

fc ’ 8 ? S 


tnwrcoTroED copy run) m 
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Congr tii of ff it Hntfeb frtatti 

^ fconoe of JRepresenfattoe* 

•a*t)ingtcn, S.C. 

April 11 196 8 


The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigat 

9 th and Pa. Ave. N. W. 
^Vafihington, D. C. 

The attached cornnunication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary information for re¬ 
ply, returning the enclosed corre¬ 
spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly, 

Kitts 

Jackson E. Betts,M. C. 
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..anaf leld. Oh **49 03 h 7 ( c ) 

April 9, I960 


Congressman Jackson Betts 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

The other day I heard a broadcast by Paul Harvey 
on radio station WMAN in Mansfield. 

He cautioned people that they should contact their 
congressman, and that the representative should in turn 
contact the F.B.I., before the communities follow through 
with plans to rename streets and public buildings after 
Martin Luther King. 

Why? Why the congress and the P.B.I.? Is there 
something to be revealed? 

Will you please tell what you know on this subject? 
Is there some reason why such renaming should not go on 
In your opinion, or In the opinion of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation? 

It Is important for me to know what this means. 

May X please have your complete answer as quickly as 
possible. 
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WESTERN UNION 

ALL INFORMIX CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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USW2JJ02 


BIA008 «35P EST APR 5 68 <0«)AB507 
a\<3B179 PD SOUTHERN PINES 5 205P EST 
J EDGAR HOOVER PERSONALLY 
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Mi. M 
Mr. Bj 
Mr. Ci 
Mr. Ci 
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Mr. Ff 
Mr. G« 


Mias Holmes 
Mias Gandy.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASHDC 




I URGE IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS TO YOU A PATROITIC AMERICAN 
TO PUT YOUR COUNTRIES WELFARE ALONE PERSONAL POLITICAL SAFTEY^ ^ 


:S WELFARE ALONE PERSONAL POLITICAL SAFTEY^ • 
AND RELEASE AT ONCE THE FULL A 6 !^fL E ON MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR HIS ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCIATIONS TO ^HE AJJPMCAN 

--—— ^ o apr 


(lWl^^Biahop 

CO MR. SULLIVAN ^ 

/. « on t a -inrrtj 


7 vtf* 


MR. DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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4-572 (Rev. 7-18-63) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


To The Director 


DATE: 


FROM N. P. Collahan 


SUBJECT The Congressional Record 


33597-83600. benator Byrd, (C) *est Virginia, spoke 
concerai% thexpeen t riot la Memphis and the march m Washington planned by t 
Karlin UrthaHjCtag tad stated ’ll thin self-seeking rabble-rouser la allowed to 
go taroufcii W1U4 aia plans bare, hashing ton may vail ba treated to the same L 

kind oi violence, destruction, footing, sad bloodshed. *-1 bare previously 

arced, in discussing this matter with tbs Justice Department, that tbs federal 
Government seek a court order to enjoin Martin Unbar King ami b&a pulpitis** 
parsons Iron* carrying oat their planned poor people's campaign la tbs Nation s 
Capital. - - - - It la Uae lor our Federal Government—which is recent years 
baa sbowa itself te be virtually spineless when it coma* to mamting gp against 
the lawbreakers, the hoodlums, sad the Marxist demonstrators—at least to 
let the Nation know, in no uncertain terms, that It will not allow this Nobel 
Peace Prize winner to create another Memphis Is tbs etty which serves as tbs 
seat of the GoverameM si tbs United Metes." Mr. Byrd included several articles 
with his remarks, donator stssals, <D> Mississippi, also eomn*Med on this 
matter sad stated "What happened is Memphis clearly shows that tbs bast policy 
for Viashlagtoa officials to fellow is to stop tbs marchers at the city limits, silovik 
a small number of them sad their fonder, who presumably will be £r. Martin 
Loiner King, who also led the Memphis march, te come is sad speak sad other- , 
wise present their case in an orderly manner sad, thus, symbolically repreneat f 
all the other wmtld-be participants. - - * * This is another esse is which the 
Government must have Urn will to seL Tbs govanuamt auUorltfos rsepOMfbte loi* 
keeping peace and order must set firmly sad promptly.' 
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37 APR 11 1968 


In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for & ^ /' 7 * was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for th7birectoi>attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy dU&original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 

Se 01 su ^ ec * rria ^ eI ^ es * 
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TRUE COPY 


Cedar Falls, Iowa 
9 April 196T\ 

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


“Dear Sir, “ _ 

Did you say in 1964 thatM artin Luthe r King was 
the "most notorious liar in the country? 7 ^And if you did, what 
led you to make this remark? 


It is hard for me to believ^hoj^he American 
people have reacted to his death. _ . 


Yours truly, 


Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 


r* 



REC-68 


to APR J6 1968 




Tour letter of April 9th has been received. 


In response to year Inquiry, 1 made the statement 
concerning Martin Lather King attributed to me in your letter at 
a press conference on November 18, 1964. 1 did so because he 
had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
handling civil rights investigations in the South. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


MAILED 12 

APfTT51968 

COMM-FSI 


NOTE: Bufiles show prior outgoing to correspondent 2-21*68 in response 
to his inquiry concerning the John Birch Society. 
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April IS, 1068 



ALL INFORMAi; y.l COiiTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^i£J_BYSj*dJfimi»t 


Tour letter of April 5, 1968, has been received. 


While I have never made any public statements 
relative to the source of Dr. King's finances, 1 did very definitely 
challenge Dr. King's truthfulness when he misle ading 
false statements concerning Agents of this Bureau. 




In view of the confidential nature of FBI files, as 
prescribed by the Department of Justice, no further information 
regarding the subject of your inquiry can be released. 

Sincerely yours, 






To lion . 


DeLooch . 

Mohr_ 

Bishop — 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 

Conrad _ 

Fell _ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan - 

Tavel - 

T rotter 
Tele. 
Koines 
Gandy 


MAILED 12 

APR 15 1968 

COMM-FB1 


J. Edgar Hoover 

• ^ Jeha Edgar Hoover 
Director 


h7& 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with 
HRH:cs (4) 
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Apri.1 5> 1968 


in. J. EDGAR HOOVER, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


In the past I remember reading or hearing * 
statement by you stating that civil rights leader, MAKTl h. 
LUTHinklwG, was largely financed by communist money. 
■Could it be^possible to obtain a copy of that statement? 


Thanj: you. 
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April 16, 1668 
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sville, Texas 78363 


Dear 


km 


Toor letter of April 10th has been received. 


In response to your inquiries, at a press con¬ 
ference on November 18, 1864, I did make the statement 
that Martin Luther rang was the most notorious liar in the 
country. 1 did so because he had grossly distorted the facts 
concerning our Special Agents handling civil rights investi¬ 
gations in the South. 

1 have never made any statements to the effect 
that Martin Luther King was a communist. Information of 
this nature, whether substantiated or not, could not be released 
under provisions of an order issued by the Department of 
Justice pertaining to all matters of a confidential nature. 


APR 1 6 1968 

COMM-FBI_ 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




r^son _ 

OeLoach 

Moh: _ 

Bishop _ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
y 7 ^jTh^urrent Kingsville, Texas, telephone directory Indicates 

^ therefore, he is being addres|^ ^sTJ^erend. 

/ / . y t B I 
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KingivilU, T«x<as 71363 


God's people 
committed 
to 

strengthening 

tKemseWet 

for 

witness 


in 


April 10, 1968 


Ml INFORMATION CONTAINED 
U EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
TATE SY$Mi Intu 


Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 


m 


KM 


Part of the aftermath of the recent trauma of our nation 
has been a heightening^of pro and con feelings in connection 
with Dr. Martin L l uth« h*~TCing f .Tr. Some people have para¬ 
phrased statements which they attributed to you in which you 
supposedly stated that Dr, King was a liar and affiliated with- 
Communist front organizations. If you did indeed make these 
remarks, I would appreciate very much knowing in what con¬ 
text they were uttered and whether or not any subsequent 
events may have changed your mind. This information would 
be most helpful to me and I look forward to hearing from you. 


ou / 

iths^A, 

ese / 


Sincerely, 




1*7 (t) 


lEB-ti /, 



o - - /v' '■ '/o 
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Transini! the following in 


AIRTZL 


F B J 


Date: 4/8/68 


(Typr ir. plaintext o' code 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-3428) 
SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-5541) 


POOP, PEOPLES CAMPAIGN 
P.M 

BUfILE 157-3428 
D 

BAHTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

S; .T -'"'J----■ 

BJFILE 100-105570 


fiLWdR'VJWr- 


HEREIN is , 'JWiED 

_ Ca 7 * 


Re Charlotte airtel to Bureau, 3/23/63. 


Enclosed for the Bureau aie 11 copies and 
for Atlanta and XtFQ arc four and two copies respectively 
of LKM re captioned matter. 

LEAP : 

CHARLOTTE: 

AT CHARLOTTE. K. C. 

T/iil follow and report. 

(f> Bureau •ftT — 157-8423) (Enc 11) (H3J) 

^ (1 - 100-103670) 

4 - Atlanta (2 - 157-2921) (Ear 4) (RM) 

(1 - 100-5718) (GCLC) 

(1 - 100-5535) (KING) 

2 - WFO (157-1355) (Sac 2) ^ 

3 - Charlotte (2 - 157-5511) 

<1 - 100-10173) (SCLC) .dSP* 


wj:i: v lv/ 

(13) 


'Cl# 10 ? 


NOT RECORDESlT 

APR ) 7 1%R 


o»rt_ 


Agent ir C ho: ge 


.V Pe- 





/» Reply, PUam Refer to 
FUe He. 
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1TED STATES DEPARTMENT Ot .aJSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
April 8, 1968 


POOR PEOPLES CAMPAIGN 
RACIAL MATTERS 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTERS - C 



'V • n 
. M u, 


y/wnr 1 

1 M, U.L 






Reference is made to memorandum at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, dated March 26, 1968, captioned "Washington 
Spring Project, Racial Matter and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
Security Matter - C." 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (deceased), president, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), had 
publicly announced he would conduct a massive civil 
disobedience campaign in the nation's Capitol the third 
week of April, 1968, in an effort to pressure Congress 
into passing the legislation favorable to the Negro. 

Due to his assassination at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on April 4, 1968, sources contacted in the State of 
North Carolina stated that they have received no further 
instructions from SCLC Headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, 
regarding the above captioned march. 

The attached page sets forth more detailed data 
relative to the Washington Spring Project. 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER 
RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS OF 
THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE 
FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; 

IT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY. 


'•*1CLOSOBE 
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xxxxxx 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATtON 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the Hie. One or more of the following atatements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


[j^D 


Deleted under exemptions) _ 

material available for release to you. 


k ily. klM 


_ with no segregate 


1 I Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

1 I Information pertained only to a third part\. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Document*s) originating with the following government agency* ies> -—- 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency* ies); -— 

__________ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page*s) withheld for the following reasoms): 


1 1 For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


£ 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
9 NO DUPLICATION FEE $ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
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April 12, 1968 y 


EX-116 




Tour letter of April 8th, with enclosure, has 


been received. 


■a 


^ LLt UJ 

H— 
LU <C 
^ ^ cp 


In response to your inquiries, I made the state¬ 
ment concerning Martin Luther King attributed to me in your 
enclosure at a press conference on November 18, 1964. I did 
so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil rights investigations in the South. 
The personal ventures and activities of the other individuals you 
mentioned are their own and I am not in a position to comment 
on them in any way whatsoever. 




MAILED 2 

APR 1 21968 

COMM-FBj 


Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover K 


1*6 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. There is no 
record of the article, ’’New Politics: The Communists Get Set for 
1968, ” by Gary Allen as mentioned in her enclosure. Allen, about 
whom we have had prior citizen inquiries, has written articles pub¬ 
lished by ’’American Opinion, ” a publication of the John Birch Society. 
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wtiWUR, COLORADO 


April 8, 1^68 


rea ’ of I^Gst-iravlon 
. v ^rtr.-nt of fu5~,ice 
"onp^ituticn Avenue '* 10th Stre- 
srhinrtm, \C. ?0^30 


//) -> t-^ ^ ■' '■■ >■-, 

■o i i 


I j 

misfit 


Mr. < • .a ":,n ... 


| Mr. >>/ /-w. 

Mr. 5 rMtcr . 
Tele. Kuuin _. 
Mies ii ir-us 
Mi&s Gandy.. 


fn M 

f' Ai 


' mc inclose" clipping cones fror. the 3reelcv ^ribune of 
•reeley, Colorado, for Satur ;<5 y, April 6, 1 iuBI 

I should like to know if l x. J. Edgar hoover made the state¬ 
ment attributed to him, and if he did so, under wliat circuro- 


If the statement was not ma ’e by /. r. loover, I should like to 
know what action will be taken with regard to Mr. Veils, who 
I understand is a resident of Preeley, Colorado. I should al¬ 
so appreciate information, if such is available, regarding the 
present activities of Karl krussion and t ar y Allen, both of 
wncm were ouoted. 

: ‘S a private citizen * am often outraged at the lack of rrooi 
taste where political issues are concerned, but this is the 
first A re T . have written tc any organization for information. 




/, P 

/ iltfLOSlftS 


T 'ery truly yours. 


fe>7(c/ 
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The Night Watchman 

By Bob W ells > 
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The nntilesi and ridi¬ 
culous slaying of Martin 
Luther King — that could 
not possibly help anyone 
except the Communist con¬ 
spiracy should be anoth¬ 
er reminder to the Ameri¬ 
can people, that the Com¬ 
munist plan Is divide and 
conquer. To totally destroy 
the government of the 
United States by whatever 
means necessary. 
HOWEVER: 

For part of the com¬ 
munication* media to Im¬ 
ply martyrdom, when the 
truth Is the opposite, It an 
Intuit to American citixen* 
of all races, end In my 
opinion, the height of 
hypocrisy. 

As you might suspect^ 
1 don't "buy" Mertin Lyth- 
•r King as being simply, 
the "Christian Martyr" 
who tod hlo "undorprlvL 
logod" people toward their 
osrthly ytople. 

To b* bon opt with you 
gentlo roodort — and a* a 
matter of fact — I be¬ 
lieved the honorable J. 
Edgar Hoover, the very re¬ 
spected head of the Fed* 
•rpI Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion, when. In 1M4, he 
said "... I consider (Mar¬ 
tin Lirthor) King to be the 
moot notorious liar In the 
country." 

I si os believed K*H 

Prussian, former F SI 
counterspy, when he testi¬ 
fied severe! years age that 
M. L. King had over <0 
:emmun let front aft His- 


Jons. 




ren bslltve . Jim 
Lucler who says, I s 
(MLK) theory of levs has 
dripped from torn* of the 
best magoxinei; and his 
doctrine of non-v(tl«nes 
he* Inept red corns of tbs 
finest riots." (American 
Opinion 1141). As the old 
saying geos—"A commun¬ 
ist frenter Is s communist 
backer" 

American Opinion sent 
Cary Allen U Chicago lost 
labor bay wooksng to cov¬ 
er the National Confer¬ 
ence for Now Politics to b# 
hoi# st the slogan* Peimtr 
Hoyss hotel. Here's q few 
excerpts from lm report 
titled "NEW POLITICS — 
The Communist* Qrt Set 
for ' 

"Thli little herror show 
hid been promoted ss the 
moot significant gather- 
:r.§ on th* Lef* in two de¬ 
cades ... It aimed to 
build a unified and co¬ 
hesive political coalition 
oround "Civil Rights," 
Black Nationalism, the 
peaceniks, the New Left, 
revolutionary labor, o 
the "Liberal" religious 
groups* In Communist par* 
lance they esme to estab¬ 
lish a United Front, one 
closely paralleling and In* 
eluding the rtvelutionary 
"union of the poor" being 
assembled by Walter 
Reuther and Martin Luth¬ 
er King as the Cltlsens 
Crusade Against Poverty.’ 
Who furnished the 
Money??? 

Continued next week. 


Support My Sponsors 

I hr* tifllO* in JrrrdjM 

or nu douM TO a jo *•“* 

rf,r. *pvn*<»r*J<ii> <!*•< not nr«r*<*T 
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(hop _ 

Jasper_ 

Callahan _ 
Conrad __ 

—7 

' al * —* 
*o«en 

xjUivanL- 

Pavel _ 

Frotler _ 

Fele. Rooa 

rlolme*_ 

Sandy _ 


iter, South Carolina 291! 


bile.) /EREIRI? 1 . 

/ f”*k ft -r-r* O 


iUNFCR'o-y taiueo 

‘frfin ir v * c :,'!E’J 


Dear 


DATE24dfet-L-. STVJflnU - 

£>76 


In response to your letter of April 6th, I am 
unable to furnish you any information from FBI files since 
such data must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. I r. „rry 
1 .-y.iriot £>i o: aiilsiar.co in tiis instance. 

w 

- Sincerely yours, 

- J. Edgar HoovSST 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Lik) 


NOTE: Bufiles Contain no record of 
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SUMTER. SOUTH CAROLINA 
29150 


April 6 1968 


r ‘ cover 

Federel Bureau Investiretion 
’.V>shir. "ten, D. C. 

Bear !'r. v ocver: 



I heve been heerin#? for years that Dr- 
Luther°Tir.y . T r. v:ps e communist. Can you please tell 
"fe T? i's' is" true? TTc one else seers to be able to 
e r lighten re. 





I air. e vddev: end heve a very fine tv:enty-four 
year old sen fiyhtenin!? to combat communism in Vietnam, 
"is life is in denser every minute and things ere very 
difficult. Tt yives me very mixed feeling to have our 
American flay flying at half mask in Sumter to-day for 
the birest communist we have ever had and laud him as a 
non violent nersen. 

I Did '7sshir.s?ten D. C. lfcok non violent to you 

[last niyht? 

Thenkiny you in advance for eny help you can 
rrive me on this. 




\ 







To Ison _ 

DeLooch_ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Casper _ 

CoiJohan __ 

Conrad _ 

Peit _ 

GaJe_ 

Rosen _ 

Suliivan — 

Tovel _ 

Trotter _ 

Tel*. Room . 


iP( ) ~/0 (*^70 - jj/j April 15, 1968 





Falls, Illinois 61071 


k7(e) 


Dear 

I received your letter of April 9th. b response to 
your Inquiry, I did make the statement that Martin Luther Ktog 
was the most notorious liar in the country at a press conference 
on November 18, 1964. I did so because he had grossly distorted 
the facts concerning oar Special Agents handling civil rights 
investigations in the Sooth. 


MAILED 12 

APR 151968 

COMM* FBI _ 


Sincerely yours, 

3 . Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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TRUE COPY 




Rock Falls, ni. 
61071 

April 9, 1968 


Dear Sir: 


We were discussing the late Dr. King In A class at 
school, aid during the discussion, your name was brought up. I 
would like to know, Did you consider the late Dr. M. L. King Jr. 
a liar? K so why? Also would have any proof of this? We are 
all anxiously awaiting an answer. 


Sincerely your, 


w\ 


i 1 , < [d /• 

' if ,>i*y 

i s 4 
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Honorable Alton Lem&n ^ 

House of Representatives' - ! 

Washington, D. C. S&51B C 


ToJaon 


DeLoach 
Mohr_ 


Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Coliahan 
Conrad 
Felt _ 
Gale _ 
Rosen 
Sullivan 


My dear Congressman: 


MUWFk ;.'i :r nt0 

iierbk'w 


Tour communication of April 10th, with enclosures, 
has been received. 

Although X would like to be of assistance with respect 
to your request, Information in our files must be maintained as con¬ 
fidential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. You 
may wish to contact the Attorney General concerning this matter. 


returned. 

MAILED Z 

Ar’K 1 t 1868 

OOMM-FW 


The enclosures to your communication are being 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar 


'hr 

1 / 



Enclosures (3) 

NOTE: We have had pr4vidns*e<&dial correspondence with 
Congressman Lennon. 6umes contain no record identifiable 


t£c ’ p *ieL: 0 
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Fon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal 3ureau of Investigation 


I am receiving many letters 
similar to the ones attached. 

Would you please furnish me 
appropriate information on the sub¬ 
ject that I may relay to concerned 
constituents. 
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C> Ir.pcrr.xive thr.t the j’.h.h. report o n i-ertir . 

/ether end heciel Order be rclcr.eed. 
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April 8, 1968 
Wilmington N. C. 


The Honorable Alton A. Lennon 
House of Representatives 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We respectfully urge you to use your influence, to have our 
Administration release F. B. L report on Martin Luther King 
and Racial Disorders. 

While shocking and deplorable that any American should be 
assassinated, it is also dishonorable that a man with King’s 
Communist affiliations and notorious background should be 
eulogized as a hero and set up as an example for fellow A me ricans. 
His life and death have best served Communist purposes, as has 
much of the Civil Rights movement. We are deeply concerned 
about our nation and the oncoming anarchy. We feel the American 
public is entitled to know the truth about King and his activities 
and that the suppression of this truth will best serve Communist 
aims. 


Being emphatically opposed to any and all communist alms, we 
would sincerely appreciate anything you can do toward bringing 
out the truth about this infamous man and his purpose. 



>J 

ENCLOSURE ^ 3 3) J 
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ngton, a. 


cng. j--.ltor. Lenn on 
ouse of Representatives 


-shlngton, D.Co 


e.-r Sir: 

During these days of crises and civil disobe¬ 
dience, our citizens are becoming more and more 
alarmed with the lawlessness in our country. 

bout three weeks age, Sen. Strom Thu rmond urged 


;he cffici; 


tort from the F.E, 


urzLr . luth en-Kln a be made public . I should like 
o urge you as an official representative from 
mis state to support this move and that the 
mericar. people be informed abou t_the re al Kartl r. 
Ather lin g. As a public servant, I believe you to 
= interested in the welfare of this nation. 

should also like to urge you that the.retort 
i racial disorders from the F.3»I. be ma ma tuo- 
Lt-*- 1 realize that it is important that certain 
•-formation be withheld at certain times, but 
mat could -os more-Important -th an publicl y e:c- 
>s_l r..c those who asubtly destroy 4 ,n g this great 
-tTor. of curs_with a false front of .Ncr.-vio- 


shcuId like tc know your views concerning these 
ittors and trust that you will urge this in¬ 
formation be made public-to the American people 

i or. oe. 


rspectiully yours, 


2 ~ 94 ( r 


u. . *_ < -*- J 


s s / £ 
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Payette, Idaho 


xo 




olSOr — 
: ,: j)eLoach 

r 7 Ji*hop _ 


roller- 

vie. R ooir 

olmes _ 

andy 


Dear 


# 


.---— « 

In reply to your letter of April 5th, I hare never 
made any statements to the effect that Martin Luther King was a 
/ communist. Information of this nature, whether substan ti a t ed 
j>r not, could not be released under provisions of an order issued 
the Department of Justice pertaining to all matters of a confi- ^ 
fictlal nature. 

I did make the statement that he was the most not& 
rious liar in the country at a press conference on November 18,<~c 
1964. I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concern* 
Ing our Special Agents handling civil rights investigations In t^e 


South. 


“maiueb a 


Sincerely, yours. 
J, Edgar wxww 


■'R l U 1968 

COMM-FBl_ 
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April 5, 1968 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Trotter- 

Tele. Boom- 

Miss Holmes- 


Mils Gandy 




SSB*- 




In the wake of the assasination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King , many persons in this area are claiming that he was 
a communist. 


Their chief source for this claim is you. It has been 
said before groups that you have said that Dr. Martin Luther 
King was a communist, had been since his youth, and that, 
furthermore, you said (and I am loosely quoting) that he was 
the worst ’’liar' 1 this country has ever known. 


If you did say these things, I am confident that you will 
inform me of such. If not, I would appreciate hearing from your 
office to that effect. Words are thrown around so loosely these 
days, that one begins to wonder who is crazy. 

With a firm conviction that you will set me, and many more 
persons in this area straight, and that in the end truth and 
reason will prevail, I remain dedicated to those two concepts. 
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Tolson _ 

DeLoach . 

Mohr _ 

B»*hop — 
Casper _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

Feh _ 

Gale _ 


Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 
Tavei — 
Trotter _ 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy . 


all iHFon:.i/«r:; Kjwwa 

I have received your letter of April 8th and want to 
thank you for your kind sentiments regarding my work and the FBI. 

Although I would like to be of service with respect to 
your inquiry concerning Martin Luther King, I am not in a position 
to comment as you desire since information contained in the files of 
the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu¬ 
lations of the Department of Justice. 

I am enclosing some material concerning communism 
which I trust will be of help to you. Perhaps you will also wish to 
refer to my books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism." 
The former was written with the hope that it would help its readers 
gain an insight into the true nature of communist activities. The 
latter is a comprehensive study of the development and expansion of 
communism throughout the world. These books may be available at 
your local library. 


MAILED Z 

APR 121968 

CPMMtEBI- .. - 


Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Bouvltf 

*EC-0 Bl2H0b 

t B I 

Enclosures (2) { r p ?n »<< 

Communism and The Knowledge To Combat IjLP 
Let’s Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



4/8/68 


Mr. ToIsojl 
Mr. DeLfach . 
Mr. 

Mr.; 



a T m 

Mr. Qahahan_ 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter..__ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


I write you in an attitude of humility and concern for the 
great work you & your department are doing to protect our free country 
& the Constitution of the United States. I commend you for your efforts & 
appreciate these efforts. 

I believe whole heartedly in free agency & believe all people 
regardless of color, nationality etc. are entitled to it. We are all 
children of the same God & entitled to the same blessing as we labor thru 
the "sweat of our brows." 


My concern is abptfFthe truthfulness of information I have been 
told regardi ng Martin Luther King. I have been advised that he has attended 
over a period of time communist training schools. 

My personal inward feelings have left me feeling uneasy about 
this man and if he really stood for all he appeared to be standing for in 
his labors. 


I was told that about 18 months ago the FBI tried to expose him 
as a Communist. If so & if this is the truth could you so clearify it for me 

I am only searching for the truth for my own peace of mind. 
[Should the information I've been given be of the truth & your department 
confirm it, then I have reason for greater concern and would greatfully 
appreciate your suggestions as to what course I, as an American citizen, 
could take to try to aid in the further protection of our Country & the 
Constitution from Communism. 


7/ 


I am a sales manager for General Goods Corporation. 
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I am a devout Christian, activity engaged in the Morman 
Church. I have two sons who will gratefully serve their Country when 
needed, as I did. 

I request your reply and any material you would care to send 

me. 


Sincerely, 

kite) 

Walnut Creek, Calif. 94598 
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jOO^ 10^10 April 12, 1968 



/',LL INFOR’’:"! i'J 


r' 


■TWO 


u 


IiEREIN ISJJi:D ^S.HkD ^ ^ ,, 

CATE&gA-EY.aag 


Your letter of April 8tb has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, I made the statement 
concerning Martin Luther King attributed to me in your letter at 
a press conference on November 18, 1964. I did so because he 
had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
handling civil rights investigations in the South. It is not possi¬ 
ble for me to comment further inasmuch as information in our 
files must remain confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice. I have no Objection to your quot¬ 
ing from this letter. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar HoOfS* 




NOTE: Bufiles indicate one prior outgoing dated 11 -27-64 in response 
to his letter concerning the Director’s press conference of 11-18-64. 

He was furnished a copy of the Direfcttar’s speech. VTime for Decision.” 
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April 8-1968 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, M. A., LLD. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover 

ClAk one American that never was a fan of the late 
Martin Luther King, I always appreciated your T. V. program in 
1964, the exact date I do not recall, but it was the exact day and 
hour Dr. King received the Nobel Peace Prize which he read just 
before he made his acceptance speech - frustrated. 




\ 


/ > 




I do not recall the woman’s organization, or the 
spokesman for them when you were asked about Dr. King and you 
said he was the most notorious liar in the country. I’d like to 
have if possible this program account, or any summary of King’s- 
coming’s going’s and doing's. 

Now I am not a fanatic, but I resent the us flag being 
lowered to half staff, while communist all over the world were also 
joining in with Americans in mourning; and memorial service, as a 
tribute to an alumnus. I read some years ago in the Western Voice of 
Denver, as published by the late Dr. Harvey Springer showing King's 
picture in a communist school eroupj>reparing the cloak of "Non-Violence. 

rffe fir fop _ /££6 -/D _ Jo 

Of course I hated to see King killed, tne same as I 
would anyone, to be murdered. I sympathized with his family of course, 

I am a retired ministered minister-1910-1961. I am listed in more 
than a dozen Who’s Who 1936-60, and annually soliciteflT’twt-tTirned - • 
down 1968 Who's Who in Tex I2 APR 16 E68 

I mentioned these things only because youuKOuld k now , 
I am not a publicity seeker I’d like to quote whatever factual thing2"V/ 
you wish to say about King’s record as you know. ' 

When a man operates under a banner of "love and hope" and 
preaches the opposite while wearing his constantly acclaimed them 
under the non violence cloak, and his every imigination, thought, words, 
deeds and acts create violent -reaction ranging from Arson and all 


between to murder, riots, looting, perversion and wickedness its high 


o murder, riots, looting, perversior 

Ad C. d \ 




time someone spoke out, and Americans came to their senses. 

Again, will say that I am not a nut as left wingers 
try to make out against any one who speaks out against their Pinks 
Minks and stinks. Over the years I have had to natch blow for blow 
with those who would undermine our Lord, homes and country, 
Fortunately they underestimated :my ability to match their thinking; v 
and after they had had their fun, I had mine by making a sieve out 
of their arguments. 

Pardon this lengthy epistle but I’m full up of chaff, 
tares, briars and brambles put out in the name of patriotism, and 
worst of all, Christianity and comparing MLK with Christ«tc. One 
of these John Maynard Keynes devotees of Harvard sought to have 
some fun at my expense, was he surprised. 

A man tried to make fun of your education to me once, 
I knew your degrees but not your schools, but squelched it. I too, 
hold degrees, diplomas and certificates. 

I will deeply appreciate hearing from you about King's 
record etc. with permission to quote, Thanking you I am yours in 
his name. 


Sincerely 
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Jt ."Louis,"'Missouri 
Dear 


ssssc 




Your letter of April 8th has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, while I wish it were 
possible to be of assistance to you, information contained in our 
files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I: ret I a.; nn&Mc 

to furnish the data you are seeking. 

Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar HoavST 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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April 8,1968 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Information Department 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


X tiiiu work lug on a scixool 


/>Vt T waiO 

H W 44. -4- HVWJ.NA 


__ ^ . . .. . , . , . r, . fito 

— v***4 .,w****«o __J.LJ rr iij. ^ -ca 4 - nv WJ-'A wv 

/~}Your help. It is in reference to the late Dr. Kartin Luther 
° King Jr. 

-Help hi 


I know that he was a very good man who tried to 
^Ip his people as well as all Americans, however is it true 
that he w^s a communist, or trained in a communist school? 

I have heard numerous reports concerning this matter and 
would like to have the truth in this matter. Could you^ 
please send me this information? I would greatly appreciate 
your help. The following is my address, I am a student of 


K_. 


Si, 


— —- U ~ — —1/- - • 

• ^ U A CaVaaI A v> A o M A oernn'l 

Hi £11 WOU’JUl JL H ~ * 
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#riy information would he 


a great he^P to me, 
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MEMPHIS (157-1092) 2P 

:>.rior workers strike, Memphis, tenn., -firr 

r.Z ME TEL APRIL TWO SIXTYEIGHT 

FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF APRIL TWO ACTIVITIES. 


. „r. i: 


'-I:.. 


0.C.. 


fcl(D) 


iC T 


ADVISED 

THAT LARRY PAYNE’S BODY WAS INTERRED FOLLOWING FUSER Al/^)^ V 


rue, 

WT-y r y out FIVE HUNDRED INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE. NO INCIDENTS [/ 

reported. 

ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY SIXTY SANITATION WORKERS 
MARCHED DOWNTOWN MEMPHIS AFTERNOON OF APRIL TWO , LAST. NO 

\l(p) UNUSUAL INCIDENTS REPORTED. .--E 

ADVISE D MARTIN LUTHER KING,’ JR ., ALONG WI*TH 
r>»j_pv o. ABERNATHY, BERNARD LEE, AND ANDREW M. YOUNG SCHEDUL^DTO 
ARRIVE ME. , TEN FIFTEEN AM APRIL THREE, FROmAtL^N f^^ 00RDE D 
; SOURCE ADVISED THAT AT A PRESS .CONFERENCE rf€^Y§Of?fl68 
TEMPLE APRIL TWO, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SGfcC) 
REPRESENTATIVES STATED THAT NIGHTLY MASS''STRIKE SUPPORT MEETINGS 
v:!LL -.r RESUMED NIGHT CF APRIL THREE, NEXT WITH KING AS THE FEATURED 


* 
* 

X i 
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CD T ' 


=. v*<?g *ARQH TO BE HELD FRIDAY, APRIL FIVE, NEXT AJHT 

7 - " X 

ALLEGEDLY WILLHOLKOLlUDE CHILDREN. 

FED PGGE ONE. 


/;• 






cludc-d in letter to White 
a Attorney General. Pat-o, 
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DVISED MEMPHIS CITY OFFICIALS ARE CONSIDERING 

SEE'::-: A court injunction prohibiting any mass march led by 

Ki;3 CE AN INJUNCTION SPECIFYING CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A 

MARCH COULD TAKE PLACE. 

MEMPHIS PD, INSPECTION BUREAU ADVISED LATE 

PM APRIL TWO, LAST THAT ONLY MINOR INCIDENTS OF BRICK THROWING AND 

S^ALL GATHERINGS OF INDIVIDUALS REPORTED, gf ADVISED NO MAJOR 

DISTJ FRANCES OR ANY UNUSUAL INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE REPORTED IN LATE 

PI' APRIL TWO, LAST OR EARLY AM APRIL THREE, INSTANT, 
r*;-' 


to .*0* .v 
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Jarstow, California 92311] 
^^ 4 / 9/68 


Dear Ed, 


We are shocked at the reactions of the world to Dr. (?) 

Kings death. 

The likening of a man such as he to Christ makes us sick to 
our stomach. 

It’s too bad you cannot make public, the man he really was. 

If you did we'd really have a war on our hands. 

We are dls-satisfied with the statement of that texas Jackass 
living in the white birdhouse on the hill, that the rioting will not be 
tolerated & then not allowing the police & the military a free hand. 

This is an act of war against the Republic. 

I'm afraid if our Gov't don't do better about stopping this, ,/ 
the people will. You know who's side I'm on. This needs no jj 

answer. ^ 


k>7 W 


Sincerely 






I do 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




Mr. Bishop^ 

D. C. Morrell^^ 


date 4-15-68 


SUBJECT: 



fiLyjraiMTOW CONTAINED 

Xt—Q k unclassified 


Tfottor _ 

Tolo. Rooir 

Holnot_ 

Gandy _ 


BARSTOW. CALIFORNIA 


By lette^4-9-68,^|^B^suggests that the reaction to tl 
death of Martin LutherKing make^dm sick and that it is too bad the 
Director cannot make public the type of man King really was. 
referred to President Johnson as a "texas Jackass” and to the 
as ’’white birdhouse. ” He concludes his letter by stating it requires no 
answer. 


DATE 

ft U 3 / 


^suggests that the reaction to the 
sick and that it is too bad the 


Bufiles disc losqMJ^J was interviewed in c onnectio n with 
apossible Theft of GovernmentProperty investigation dur 

He was cooperative. Informatio n was rece ived from New Zealand 
authorities during4flHAHIHfl^thatjm^BPhad made an application for 
permanent residence in New Zealand. 


OBSERVATION: 

_ hi view of the derogatory comments made concerning 

President Johnson and since he obviously does not expect a reply to his 
4-9-68 letter, it would appear no useful purpose would be served in acknowl 
edging the receipt of his communication. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


letter of 


4-9-68. 


That no acknowledgment be made to , 

••MV *< 

* rrjfl Jdbe, 70- -a 


1 - Mr. DeLoach vv 

1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
HCS:lmf 
(4) 
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April 15, 1968 
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arolina 27610 


ALL infop:. tATlON CONTAINED 
HEREIN r UNCLASSIFIED 

UATEAfi£j_ B YSMjtkmi. 

o &?*■ 


I have received year letter of April 10th, with 
enclosure, and appreciate the Interest which prompted you to 
write and furnish me your remarks concerning the matters you 
mentioned. I also want to thank you for your kind sentiments. 


With respect to your comments, you may wish to 
know that information in our files must be maintained as confi¬ 
dential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 


MAJL£0 12. 

APR 151968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovef 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 



Tolton 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
*£* His enclosure is a card setting forth! the Articles of Faith of The 
^^hurch of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints. 
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April lo, 1968 . . . 

•■iaM fex«j 

Halsirh, ^orth Carolina 27C10 


• U. Edgar Hoover 
Director, federal Bureau of 
Washington, D. C. EQ535 


p.< i ^v-niPirT) 


Investigation 


uL^ClV "* 

ilLULu . ic 


DATE. 


J 


£i 


Dear --r, Hoover: 


I appreciate the opportunity of bein' - able t-, wife tc ^'cu. 
The fact that I have approached you ccnccrning one of the tilings 
I feci to be important is in itself a sense of respect of one of 
the freedoms v:e have left, it the sane tine I send you the greet¬ 
ings and best wishes due a nsr. of your position, honor and statue, 

h'ov; thatu^one of the excitement over the demise of the late 
Tkrtin lutherjling i s subsiding a bit, and because of the honors 
accorded this individual, I wonder if it is not tine for the gov- 
ernnent to take off the *kid gloves" and let the American people 
know the real activities of this individual# his activities and 
his associations with ’"en who are not loyal to the United States, 

As an American citizen I feel as though I not only have the 
right but that I have a responsibility to be concerned enough to 
ask questions. The United States Congress has a responsibility to 
’Take the real activities of this individual knew*} revealed in the 
open, letting the chips fall where they may. 




If Dr. King was as honest and virtuous as the federal govern¬ 
ment attempts to make him appear, then all will be well. If, on the 
other hand. Dr. King is exposed to be a traitor to his raco and to 


the United States then the people Siould know. * * . £) Q 

’ .. kmi %c -/cU'/o ~X)0) 


I do not ask this, Jir 


KG-52 


things because of my concern for my country. 


out or malice. I ask th- se 






rV *' 















t. W« brilm «u that Ood bM all that H* 

Am* bow rmtl, and ** Mkn that H* will y*t ****•! 
•uj great u4 Ub»wi » i things *■ ^ ^JM* 

Qod 

II. Ws toll*** la lha litoral gathering of Ur»*i end 
to tto ntwiUot ct tto T«n Trito* that linn will to 
hwifc u(XM thU (Um American) continent. that Christ 
will r«i«a personally upon th« aarvh. and. that tto earth 
will to rtami and recrln |u paradisiacal fiery 

II. W« claim tto prlvikgt *i worshiping Almighty 
Ood according ia ito dictate* cl cur awn oon sr l o we r. and 
alk* all to*e tto earn* prlviU#*, let than warship to*, 
where, cr what they may. 

II. W* toUev* in being aohjact l* kings. praoid««t*. 
relate and magtotram*, to aheytog. hanartog. and *ue~ 
latotof tto law. 

II. Watollave to tolnf tonaal. true, chaaw. ton**** 
lant. vt/twaua. and to doing food to all m*n tod*«d. w« 
may say that wa Mow tto admonition of Paul — W* to¬ 
ll*** ail thing*, wa hop* all things. w« ha*« • adored 
many things and top* to to ehl* i* endure all things. U 
tto*« i* anything vUtuau*. laeoly. ar al food report *r 
prahiwirthy. ws—h. a ltar tto** t hings. JOASPM lumt 

TEMPLE SQUARE 
SALT LAKE CITY. UTAH 
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Date: 4/10/68 


Transmit the following in 
Via _ ATRTF.T, 


(Type in plaintext or codeI 






;!T UNED 


TO Director, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM SAC, Boston (100-3579^) (RUC) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SM - C 
00: AT 


Sf 5 


/- 


Re Cleveland airtel, 3/29/68, copies of which 
are enclosed herewith for New Haven and Albany. 

Remington Arras, contrary to information furnished 
by the source in the enclosed airtel, is not located at 
Springfield, Massachusetts, nor in fact are any shotguns 
manufactured in that city. In order to prevent any subsequent 
confusion the following individuals, who represent the 
only firms engaged in firearm manufacture in the area, 
were contacted on 4/9/68: 



manufacture of hairs guns and does not make a shotgun. 
He stated all shipments by that firm are to distributors 
and dealers throughout the U«S. and the captioned individual 
could not make a purchase in his own name of a single gun. 



£ 

*4? 

& 


a shotgun but ships only to recognized distributors in 
the U.S. and to Sears & Roebuck Company. An individual 
or dealer could obtain shotguns only through the distributor. 
He stated further there has been no single shipment of 
1 °j 0C> 0 shotguns within memory. 


Q)- Bureau (RM) 

2 - Albany (Enc. 1) (RM) 

2 - New Haven (Enc. 1) (RM) 
1 - Boston 
TFS/sat 
( 8 ) 
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If 
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i 4ppAt®$ j- 


Sent 
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BS 100-3579^ 


an 



V • - 


. *were bt the opinion that 

Remington shotguns are manufactured at both Illon , 
New York, and Bridgeport, Connecticut. •• 

LEADS . 


|j7<D) 


ALBANY AND NEWKAVEN 
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UNITED STATES C . vTRNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : Mr. Rose 

‘ / 

/ 

FROM C.L. Me 
* SUBJECT: MURKIN 



DATE: April 9, 1968 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Bailey 1 - Mr. Bishop 


ToJson - 

DeLooch — 

Mohr — . . . 

Bishop - 

Casper - 

Coliahan _—. 

Conrod - 

Felt - 

Gale- — 

Bo sen - 

SuiJivan - 

Tavel - 

Troltet - 

Tele. Roorr 
Holmes — 
Goody - 




At 10:35 p. m., an individual who identified himself asl 

Oakland, California, telephonic ally advised that he is currently 
??siding at Coit-Ramsey Hotel in Oakland and was doing some research 
concerning Martin LutheiHKing. 

^Mdesired to be furnished informstion regarding "several 
peopl^^^STCo leave King’s organization because of communist affili at i ons" 
and wanted to know if the year this occurred was ’1966 or 1967. 
said he could get this information from newspaper files but he was in a 
hurry. He was advised of the confidential nature of FBI files, at which 
time he said "I guess I’ll have to call my Senator" and terminated the calL 


Bureau indices contain no references toj 


ACTION: 


None. For information. 
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COMM-FBi 
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Tolson _ 

DeLoach . 

Mohr _ 

Bishop — 

Casper _ 

Col Johan . 

Conrad_ 

Foil_ 

Gale _____ 


Rosen _ 

Sullivan __ 
TaveJ _ 

Trailer_ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes __ 

Gandy _ 


EX-102 

REC 55 

^ 70 


April 11, 1968 


$ ?>6Zb 



Tour letter of April 5th has been received. 

In response to your Inquiry, Information con¬ 
tained In our flies must be maintained as confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I regret I am unable to furnish the date you are seeking. 


Sincerely yours, 
Koovtf 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE _BY 

(p d*7 4 * 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Buflles. 

JBT:mk . 
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Newnan, Georgia 
April 5, 1968 




Dear Mr. Hoover; 

Our history class g5T)school was discussing the 
recent death of Dr . Martin I*tth eiT fc mg_jJg» Several members 
of the class claimed that Dr. King was a communist and that 
FBI reports had shown this. I would like to know if this is true 
and if it is how you know it. The information would be very much 
appreciated. Thank you very much. 
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□ Deleted under exemption(s) _ 
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1244PM' URGENT 4-5-68 MMS 


3 Of’ 




TO.. DIRECTOR, (100-106670 
ATTN. DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
FROM.. NEW YORK (100-136585) IP 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM-C 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN.. ATLANTA 


^ 1 ( 5 ) 


INFORMATION IS TO BE CLASSIFIED "SECRET 1 ADVISED AlgyL 


nj 


/ 


FIVE SIXTY EIGHT THAT ANDREW YOUNG, EXECUTIVE VlCf-EtfESIDENT OF SOUTHERN 

O ---- » «-v 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), WHOSE PRESIDE^ 

WAS MARTIN LUTHER KING, DISCUSSED KING’S SUCCESSOR iiU,TH 

STANLEY LEVISON THIS DATE. THEY AGREED RALPH (LAST NAME,-:; 

* * - 

UNKNOWN) IS ONLY LOGICAL SUCCESSOR. (IT IS BELIEVED ' 

PALPH IS REVEREND RALPH APFR N&THV. OFFICIAL OF SCLC). •§&. 

YOUNG, WHu WAS IN MEMPHIS, SAID PRESS CONFERENCE WILL “ 

<SE CALLED LATER THIS MORNING TO "SORT OF STRAIGHTEN THINGS 

OUT" AND TO ANNOUNCE ESTABLISHMENT 0 ^jjAflJ\IN LUTHER KING FUND 

TO PERPETUATE KING’S MEMORY. SOURCE UNABLE TO ADVISE 

IF CONFERENCE IN MEMPHIS OR ATLANTA. Y(REG-2fi ATE x/*^- '' ' 



;-.,-330w’ 


BOBBY KENNEDY HAD CALLED AND PLACED HIS PLANE AT IH£JF 

io 

DISPOSAL. YOUNG AN0 LEy*£fcN AGREED TO MEET AT THE 


'rnm, 

SULLIVAN ti*1’££. 


levkton 

s' 

.ANTA AROUND ONE THIRTY TODAY. 



W~1 • 4 


F3 f^AUO ^ £ - 4SJ 

fivi FT& F&Z 


*jc /'yy.m 


MR. DELOACH FOR 


THE NRECtOR^ 





*1 13a ((9-79-e&) 



Domestic Intelligence Division 



Attached refers to advisors and 
associates of the late Martin Luther King, 
in New York, who are planning to go to 
Atlanta and Memphis, in light of the 
assassination of King. They are reconsidering 
joining the 4/8/68 march in Memphis, in 
support of sanitation workers there and 
the poor peoples march King 
had planned for Washington, D # C. during 
April, 1968. 

Atlanta has been advised. Memphis 
and WPO will be advised. 

Pertinent parts of the attached have 
been furnished to the Inter-Division 
Information Unit of the Department. 
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Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. DeLoach - 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Fetr^Z— 


% 


WA...0I 
FBI NEW YORK 

12-55 AM URGENT 4/5/68 WPK 
TO DIRECTOR 100-106670 <CODED) 




Mt. KOJ0WC 

iilrrtSlIjHfan- 

rMr. TaYel_ 

Mr. Trotter— 

Tele. Boon_ 

Mias Holme*- 
Miaa Gandy— 




ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
FROM NEW YORK 100-156585 


0 fSV* -°c> 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SM - C, 00- ATLANTA."j 

. . . . ~ ! .-''1 Cl* 


1 

...ft 


}9<?-J k l\Dj 


TC BE CLASSIFIED 


(INFORMATION 


-) ADVISED APRIL 


") AD 


^OUR 

ARfNii 


SIXTY EIGHT, J 


v# 


■Jib 


THAT ON THAT NIGHT STANLEt^lEVISON AND HARRYLWACHTEL, ON j 
LEARNING OF ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, INITIALLY 
DECIDED TO GET FLIGHT RESERVATIONS TO MEMPHIS FOR SIX 
PERSONS. THESE RESERVATIONS INjrtfDED f^F W^CHTEL AND 
HIS WIFE, LEVISON^ CLARENcMlONES, HARR^BELAFONTE, AND 




POSSIBLY BAYA 


ISONi CLAR1 
f^RUSTIN. 


DURING COURSE OF THEIR CONVERSIONS, 


WACHTEL MENTIONED HE WAS CALLED“BY - RUSTIN WHO HAD BEEN 
END PAGE ONE fc^LLv. 


END PAGE ONE 

JDH-X/VDFXrr LF\*IScYWD 
ft El A F^A Tc. i/V s S 

fHis sr R/al i* si To nEC- 68 / 

m-tcmt-ZiHl / 

62 APRl 8 'j®- 


trim 

FV ft 

„ r o N r> .-I 


' to to f' ^ ' 

;V*P(U8B68 ptfO 

J Ait /fa—Hi/ibjfcQte. _ 

,k r re m/t fro.fGDS./atPgory ' jL ^ . 

** U*t* of D©ft»Mificfttion In definite X ^ 

»- e tyrj3 ^*£1 










PAGE TWO 




SB 


CALLED BY JH^AVSON (IN MEMPHIS) AND SAID THEY ARE TRYING 

TO GET ALL TYPES OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS DOWN THERE (MEMPHIS) 

TO KEEP THINGS FROM BREAKING WIDE OPEN. LEVISON FELT HE AND 

WACHTEL SHOULD GO TO MEMPHIS SO THEY COULD CONTRIBUTE TO 

PERPLEXING QUESTIONS WHICH THE (SCLC) STAFF WILL BE FACED 

WITH. LEVISON EXPLAINED THAT HE MEANT *(■¥ SOULD^GO ON 

"THIS MARCH" (MEMPHIS MARCH SCHEDULED FOR APRIL EIGHT) 

AND " THE WASHINGTON THING" (KING'S POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN)? 
LEVISON SAID HE THINKS "WE'VE GOT TO BE ANGRY". HE ADDED THAT 

YOUNG IS PROBABLY THINKING THERE ARE MANY NEGROES WHO ARE 

GOING TO GET HYSTERICAL AND GO OUT AND GET THEMSELVES SHOT. 

LATER, LEVISON AND HARRY BELAFONTE AGREED TO FLY TO ATLANTA, 

NOT MEMPHIS, AT ELEVEN THIRTY AM, APRIL FIVE AND LET WACHTEL 

AND OTHERS WORRY ABOUT THEMSELVES. 

ATLANTA TELEPHONICALLY, ADVISED, 

END e 
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April 12, 1068 



Your letter was received on April 11th. 


I 

ft 


In reply to your question, I have never made 
any statements to the effect that Martin Luther King was a 
communist Information of this nature, whether substantiated 
or not, could not be released under provisions of an order issued 
by the Department of Justice pertaining to all matters of a confi¬ 
dential nature. 



^formation COMMIT 


Sincerely yours, Alt tin 
J. Edgar Hoove* IS^ClASSlnU) 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. of9^0^* 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

r*oar Sir 


Would you please tell me how I may disprove the 
rumor that you said Dr. Martin Lu ther^Cing, Jr. was a communist 

ama t t?ViA Knnmmtini ctir IpaninPfi? 
ui wao uuv; fr«v **»u vvM****w***«—»--—c> — 

I, too, am a Caucasian, in deep grief, who wishes to 
do her part in making this blessed, great country of ours an even 

i_u___ J 1/iA/l svf +Ka ftmn 

oetier anu »uuugcx iauu w uwj 


Yours very truly, 


/ / 
/s/ 


/t> 


jolty 7,1 Cf? 
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Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Tour communication of April 9th has been received 
and I want to thank you for your generous comments. 

You may wish to know that Information contained in 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. As a representative 
of the FBI, it is necessary for me to comply with these regulations. 


Sincerely yours, 




J. Edgar HoovaT 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HB10N IS UNCLASSIFIED 
QAT E R Y S^wjm u l 

Omtr 5 * 4 **" 


NOTE: Buflles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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April 11, 1968 








( 



April 8, 1968 


Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

United States Department of Justice 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington 25, D. C. 



MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Would you please send to my attention, as quickly 
as possible, a copy of your file on Martin Luther King as I 
understand it is available. Thank you for your help in this 
matter. 



4 ' /'/' U 







( 


April 10, 1908 


ft c •/1 C £7 6 *■' ^ 


inC 0 ) 


Levitt own, New York 11756 


Dear 


I have received your letter of April 6th and want 


to thank you for furnishing me your comments concerning the 
matter you mentioned. You may be certain I appreciate the 
Interest which prompted you to write. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovaf ^ • 


MAILS) 2 

APR 1 U 1968 


iJiV 


^ : 


l u |bbC f 

■■ ^ —I ALL INFORMATION CONI AINEl^ 

£ HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED 

, $ <ikt », ?3s ><f,<n>s. y 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no recoltiEefJIHl^^^ 


-HRH:gky (3) 


> - ' !} ■ u ; li | p r 

DtLooch_ — -HRH:gky (3) ;>t ° «*• 

skit? <,, r 

C all oh an _ * j A | l* r 1 J.l L 1 P ' *\ * • * I 

Conrad_ \/ * ' 

Syllivan _ / • ’ * 

Tavei _ / I 1 

Trotter_ 

Yr Wkft /Kik 

-r n AAcfcJCB TELETYPE UNIT O U**V 


\ b7( 9 I, 

* 1 i&F 


TELETYPE UNIT l 







TRUE COPY 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


f[ j a 1 L C Tin. * 


Levitt own, ~N. Y. 
April 6, 1968 

C/ 



While watching Dr. King’s last speach on T. V. 
last night I was struck by the thought that here was a man that 
knew he was going to die and soon. His intenseness, mannerism 
and emotional state indicated to me an inward struggle as he 
committed himself to the path oi martyrdom for his cause. What 
he said also supports this: (1) 'I’ve been to the top of the moun¬ 
tain and saw the promised land”. (Moses was allowed by God to 
view the promised land but not to enter. He died on the mountain 
side Deut. 34:1-5) 

(2) ”1 won’t enter the promised land with you”. 

(3) Longivity of life is good, but I can give it up”, 

or words to that effect. 

(4) "Mine eyes behold the Glory of the Lord”. 


The tears in his eyes, the faltering moment when 
the eyes snaped, and the final commitment were all in evidence. 
Then as he finished he collapsed in his chair. 


I suggest a very careful investigation of those 
advisers and friends closest to him for hints as to his willingness 
to die for the cause. The possibility of a planned martyrdom 
should not be overlooked. 


9 


Sincerely, 



uron.Mo R l iWIIaN 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Paola, Kansas 66071 
Dear, 



DATE 


ALi INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS unclassified 
niTF * ?>£SLDY-^i^^ 


73 S ifj roay 


Tour letter of April 5th, with enclosure, has been 
received and I want to thank you lor your generous comments. 

Although I would like to be of service in response 
to your inquiry. Information contained in the files of the FBI must 
be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. Therefore, you can be assured that I have 
never made a statement as attributed to me in your letter. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar'HooWg" 
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April 5, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


After the death o f Martin Luther King, the American 
people are being told how "wonderful” this "non-violent, Nobel peace 
prize-winner" was. I recall, however, that during the time he 
received the Nobel prize, you linked him with several communist 


front activities. 


Since then, the national press has hushed up that 


information, and therefore, I would please like to know as much 
about his treasonous connections as possible. I have enclosed a 
self-addressed stamped envelope for your reply. It is comforting 
to know that there are still patriotic Americans like yourself in our 
government who try to warn us about our enemies. Thank you. 

JP Very truly jSbrs, 

L7//»l 


Very truly y§brs, 


sfi (AP 


hi (Sr) 
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An Information copy of this LHM is being sent to 
Memphis because it Indicates KING is returning to Memphis for 
another march. 
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A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, learned on March 29, 1968, that on that 
date, Stanley Levison and Martin Luther King, Jr. discussed 
the position which King has found himself in as a result of the 
violence that occurred in Memphis, Tennessee, on March 28, 1968, 
at the time when King led a march through downtown Memphis. King 
told Levison that he feels they have to face the fact that, 
from a public relations point of view and every other way, "we 
are in serious trouble". He referred to the Washington D.C, 
Spring campaign, known as the Poor People's Campaign, and said 
■las far as it is concerned it is in trouble. King noted that it 
Owill be much more difficult to recruit people for the Washington 
campaign now because they (the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference)(SCLC) are recruiting non-violent people and these 
Meople will hold back if they think they will be in a campaign 
*tit»t is going to be taken over by violent elements. King stated 
>wat this is not a failure for the SCLC because it has enough 
« a program to affirm its position but that it is a personal 
setback for himself .AO 
• si 

King continued that persons such as Roy Wilkens 
JHead of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People) and Adam Clayton Powell, and Negroes who are influenced 
by the press, will now feel that he. King, is finished, that his 
non-violence is nothing, that no one is listening to it. King 
reiterated that they have had a great public relations setback as 
far as his image and leadership are concerned. (*> > 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 

•' ;’a» 

Levison attempted to dissuade King from this point 
of view stating that it would be true only if King accepts "their" 
definition. He added that he felt It is a profound error King 
is making. 

King noted that he did not accept it himself but that 
others will. Levison retorted that people would accept it for 
a few days, but, if events prove otherwise, will not accept it v 




King noted that events will not prove otherwise unless 
they think soberly through this period. He said that somehow he had 
to reaffirm what the press will refuse to affirm. He referred to 
the Memphis incident stating that they all know it was just a 
few people who were involved. He added that it was a failure 
of the leadership in Memphis. King informed Levison that persons 
who were responsible for the violence came to see him on the morning 
of March 29, 1968 . He said these persons were fighting the 
leadership in Memphis, the men who ignored and neglected them, the 
men who would not*give them any attention, who ordered their 
telephones cut off. King added that he had no knowledge of all this, 
that the persons responsible for the violence were too sick to see 
that what they were doing during the violence was hurting him. King, 
more than it could hurt the local preachers 

King related that he was so upset and shocked over the 
Memphis violence that he was going to announce a personal fast 
as a means of appealing to the Memphis leadership, as well as those 
who participated in the violence, to come to him in a united 
front to take up the "cudget" and get on with the movement. 

He said he felt this kind of spiritual move would be a way of 
unifying the movement, of transforming a minus into a plus. He 
added that he feels their Washington campaign is doomed. ML 

Levison attempted to convince King that his reasoning 
was not correct. Levison said he was concerned over the "trap" 

King was placing non-violence in because King was saying that 
he must have 100 # adherence to non-violence which is an impossibility. 


King commented that they could not get 100# adherence bu 
that they must face the fact thatariot broke out in the ranks of 
the march, that "these fellows", in the line of march, would^^ 


P 




Martin Luther King, Jr. 


I 


Jump out, do something, and then come back to hide within 
the group. King said he is a symbol of non-violence and 
that the press is not going to say what Levison said. He 
said the symbol will be weakened and it will put many Negroes 
in doubt. He said he must do something that is a powerful 
act to unify forces and refute the press. 


Levison stated that if it had this result he would 
agree but that he is bothered by the idea that King would be 
accepting the logic of the press that if King can control 99%, 
and not the 1# who are violent, he is a failure. He said they 
must find a way in which they do not accept this otherwise King 
will never be able to do anything unless he always spiritually 
reaches a level where he hypnotizes every Negro alive. 


King questioned how he could say that they can 
control the planned demonstrations in Washington,D.C. and at the 
same time conclude they are going to have 1% violence. 


Levison counseled that King can say that he can control 
hi6 followers and is not undertaking to control everybody else. 

He said King could take the position that his followers are non¬ 
violent and will do what they must do. 


They agreed to discuss the matter in depth at a meeting 
in Atlanta, Georgia in King's church office on the morning of 
March 30, 1963. (fy 


The same source advised on March 31, 1963, that on 
that date Stanley Levison commented on the meeting held in Atlanta 
Georgia, on March 30, 1963. Levison*s comments included the 
following: 


At the Atlanta meeting they examined the whole Memphis 
incident and came up with a new approach. "We are going back to 
Memphis. We are going to prove that you can have mass action 
in the streets". Martin Luther King had decided not to go 


back to Memphis and not to go to Washington 
Campaign). It was the determination of the 


(for the Poor People's 
(SCLC) staff that^^ 




Martin Luther King, Jr. 

changed King's thinking. King is going back to Memphis 
on Tuesday (April 2, 1968 ) and there will be a big march on 
Friday (April 5 , 1968). The Memphis incident was caused by 
"a handful of kids" and it could have been controlled by "our 
guys" (the SCLC) had they been there. tp- 

He, Levison, made the point that they could not let . 
"a couple of kids" keep "mass action" from being their weapon • 


As for controlling the Washington, D.C. demonstrations. 
King knows he can control the youth. What has to be done is 
go to the high schools and tell them what the establishment 
wants them to do. Once they grasp this there is no chance of 
anything happening. What they (the SCLC) are afraid of in 
Washington is a double cross from Stokley Carmichael and the 
answer to that is that "our Job" (the SCLC") is not to stop violenc 
but to be non-violent themselves. "Our position" is that "we" 
are going to go on because to be able to march inthe streets is 
"our most important tool" and are not going on the streets because 
it may start violence. "Why do wa have to be afraid of riots . 

It is their problem not ours", 
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